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On different Subjects and Occaſions. 


THE FIRST, 


On the Pleaſure which affects the Harte 


of virtuous Men, at the View of Re ublickHappineſs; 
particularly, when they meet in the Houſe of * 
to T hanks for his Favours. 


THE SECOND, 


$ On the Vanity of Prayer and Faſting ; 


when theſe are not joined with Reformation of 
Manners. 
THE L AS T, 


On the Terribleneſs, and the moralCauſe _ 
of EARTHQUAKES ; 


Delivered at Lemminfler, 


| By JohN ! Rocks, A. M. 


And Paſtor of t the Church there. 
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— My B rethren, rejoice in the Lord —wwith them chat do rejoice.” 

* O that Men would praiſe the Lord for his Goodneſi— to the 
«© Children of Men, 
Let the wicked Man farfake his Way, &c.”— © repent ; 
 & fo Iniquity ſhall not be your Ruin.” * But if ye will not hear, 
m Soul ſhall weep, &c.” „ My People have changed their 
« Glory. — O ye Heavens be aſtoniſhed at this,—ſaith the Lord. — 
And at his Wrath the Earth ſhall tremble.” 
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Advertiſement. 


HE judicious Reader, if there ſhall be any 
fach, is advertiſed by the Writer of theſe Ser- 
mons, that as they were compoſed without a 
335 T hought of their ever being printed; ſo bis 
Apetation either of Orthodoxy, or of extreme Polite- 
neſs, is as little as his Acquaintance with them (or with 
perfei? Accuracy) can be ſuppoſed to be. And if ary 
Perſons labour under the Itch of playing the Critic, ® 
they are welcome to their Labour for their Pains ; and 
zohatever Chaſß they find, it ſhall be their Reward. All 
needful Candour is requeſted ; yet if it be denied by any, 


the Petitioner intends to be as patient as he can afford : | 


—which Requeſt refers to real Faults. But if it be 


proved upon him that he hath uſed new Mord (or any in 
a new Senſe) he expeds Impunity by pleading the Pre- 
rogative of an Author, He pretends to deſpiſe T rifles : 
And to aim at no great Applauſe ; — but by © great 


plainneſe of Speech,” to inſtruct & reform thoſe who are 


diſpoſed ;—particularly, among the People of hisCharge, 


at whoſe Deſire theſe honeſt Diſcourſes are publiſhed, 
and to whoſe Service they are eſpecially devoted, 


But, verily that he hath no ſmall Ambition, it 1s 
freely confefſed ;—for he aimeth at promoting, in his 
Sphere, the Cauſe of true Chriſtian Vertue, and the 
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Let us go into the Houſe of the Lord, our Feet ſhall 
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Thankigiving SERMON, 


Preached at Leomiſter, Nov. 
18, 1754, on the Pleaſure of 
true Humanity, and a public 


Spirit, &c. 
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PSALM CXXH, 4. 


A hither the Tribes go up, the Tribes of 
the Lord, to the Teſtimony of Iſrael, to 
give Thanks to the Name of the Lord. 


n WF theſe Words are not a compleat Sentence, 
LETTER the Meaning is not determined without ob- 
25 LES ſerving the Words preceding ; by which 
i e may ſee that the Writer (who was David 

King of IJſrael) began the Pfalm with a 
Declaration of his devout and generous Gladneſs, pro- 
duced by a View of the Worſhip and Privileges of the 


Church of God. I was glad when they ſaid unto me, 
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land within thy Gates, O Feruſalem. Feruſalem is 
builded as a City that is compact together, whither the 
Tribes go up, the Tribes of the Lord, to the Teſtimony 
of Iſrad, to give T hanks to the Name of the Lord. 
That good Prince, the Man after God's own 
Heart,” was doubtleſs governed by a Principle of Hu- 
manity as well as Piety, both when he wrote theſe 
| Words, and before—when he rejoiced at his being in- 
vited by his Neighbours (by his Subjects Men of the 
{ame religious Ther with himſelf) to go into the 
Houſe of the Lord. And indeed his Gladneſs here 
reſtifieth for him, that he did not need proper Exhorta- 
tion (to go into the Houſe of God) as ſome do at this 
Day, whoſe Places in the Chriſtian Synagogues are fre- 
quently empty.——But he was invited: — Perhaps 
ſome of his noble Subjects ſaid to him, « May it 
© pleaſe your Majeſty, We have obey'd your Royal 
„Order We are ready to attend you to the Place of 
. e 
We know that by the Houſe of the Lord can't be 
meant the Temple—becauſe it was not then in Being. 
But the Tabernacle which Moſes made in the Wilder- 
neſs, was called the Tabernacle of Teſtimony (or Wit— 
neſs, as we may ſee in many Places in the Books of 
Numbers and Exodus) partly, no doubt, becauſe it 
contain'd the Ark of the Teſtimony, which was thus 
denominated for its being the Repoſitory of the divine 
Oracles.— The Law which was to be a perpetual] Wit- 
neſs to the [/raelites of the Attributes and Works of 
 God—a3 well as againſt them, of their Stupidity and Re- 
bellion. And that Tabernacle is, I ſuppoſe, in the 
| Verſe of the Text, called the Teſtimony, But it is 
alſo frequently called the Houſe of the Lord, particu- 
larly (it ſeems to be ſo) 2 Sam. 12. 20. Then David 
; aroſe from the Earth and came into the Houſe of the 
Lord and worſhipped, 1 


"8-8 M01 LV 7 
'Thus, by rejoicing to attend the publick Worſhip, he 


ſet an Example, not only to his Subjects, but to all who 


read or hear his Hiſtory, or his Writings ; by which we 
are plainly admoniſhed, that every good Man is glad, 


Z of the Pſalmiſt) the Societies of his 


not only when he is invited, or expreſly called upon, 
by his Neighbours, to attend the Worſhip of God ; but 
on every ſuitable Occaſion of religious Aſſembling ;— 
and particularly (agreable to the Text) when the Saints 


or Servants of God meet together to give Thanks to his 


Z Name.—Indeed, in all publick Aſſemblies, Men ought 
do be religiouſly thankful ; and the Exerciſe of Grati- 
Z tude to the ſupreme Benefactor, is one principal End of 
all our religious Meetings. And it is, at leaſt, the Lan- 

© guage of our external Behaviour, that we come toge- 
ther to © praiſe the Lord for his Goodneſs and for his 
„ wonderful Works to the Children of Men.” But 
there are ſome ſpecial Seaſons in which we are invited 
to more ſolemn or expreſs THANxsG , as, thro” the 
XZ manifold Benignity of Heaven, it is this Day. The 


Tribes of the Lord, (if I may fo apply the Nager 
People in this Land, 


go this Day into his Houſe to give Thanks to his Name; 
Edt into one Place, (as the Tribes of /ael were ob- 


of 2 at certain Times to form a general Aſſembly at 


eruſalem_) but in our ſeveral Synagogues, or Houſes of 


90 mg Worſhip (pretending) to worſhip the Father in 
Spirit and Truth; particularly, by giving Thanks to 
his Name. God grant that we may not diſſemble; but 
may preſent to him, in godly Sincerity, who is the 
Searcher of Hearts and the Fountain of Felicity, an 
Y 1 acceptable Sacrifice. | | | 


But we muſt not forget that, by the Example of 


= David, we are obliged to expreſs our true joyful Gra- 
+ firude, not only for our own perſonal Proſperity ; but 
che Proſperity of our Fellow-Chriſtians—all our Neigh- 

0 bours,—all Manner of Proſperity, We muſt reſemble 


that 
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that pious King by a Principle of Humanity as well as 
Piety. We muſt devoutly and charitably pleaſe our- 
ſelves with a View of the univerſal Welfare of the Na- 
tion, and the People of this Land in particular. 
As the Writer of this Pſalm pray'd earneſtly for the i 
Peace and Proſperity of his Nation—the Continuance 
and Increaſe thereof ; ſo be expreſſes his Gladneſs tor 
that Meaſure of Peace and Happineſs by which he ſaw 
the Lord their God actually ſmiling upon them—their 
civil as well as ſpiritual Welfare, and Immunities, by | 
which that Nation was then very highly favour'd of | 
Heaven. This is intimated, J ſuppoſe, in the 3d Verſe. | 
| ſeruſalem is builded as aCity that is compact together“? 
p His Heart was fill'd with an ingenuous Joy to behold 
| the Smiles of divine Providence on that City and Nation. 
| Let us keep in View the Example of that great and 4. 
| good Man; that, in our genuine Temper, we may re- 
| ſemble thoſe who, by true Benevolence and, Thank- 
| fulneſs (as well as Faith and Patience) are now inhe- 
| riting the Promiſes. VVV 00 
1 But, having thus conſidered the manifeſt Reference 
f and Signification of the Text, I ſhall (with Regard to | 
IH the preſent joyful Occaſion) take, as the Subject of my 
Diſcourſe, this „ 
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, 
| As all vertuous Perſons are pleaſed with a View of 
1 the publick Proſperity, eſpecially what is. of a ſpiritual 
| Kind; ſo they rejoice, on ſuitable Occaſions, to give 
publick Thanks to the Name of the Lord. 5 

I cannot now dwell diſtinctly on all the Ideas in the 

Text, or Doctrine; but I propoſe 1. To give ſome 

general brief Deſcription of Gladneſs or Pleaſure in the 

human Mind. 2. To conſider the Joy of the vertuous 

Man as it is produced by the -publick Proſperity. 3 

Speak of it as it reſpects eſpecially ſpiritual Proſperity. 

And 4.—— As it attends and is produced by theSolem. 

nity of publick Thankſgiving. 1 vo 
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SERMON. ©» 


I.] am to attempt ſome general brief Account of 


Gladneſs or Pleaſure, 


As the infinitely wiſe and gracious Creator has made 
Mankind capable of Pleaſure or Joy, which indeed is 


the ſame with Happineſs ; fo it is He that powerfully 
ſaſtaineth this Capacity, and beſtoweth all thoſe Gifts, 


Conditions and Enjoyments, which are adapted to this 
Capacity, and which, when they are poſſeſſed or applied, 
do naturally (that is, by the Inſtitution and Providence 
of the Author of Nature) procure Gladneſs or Pleaſure 
of Mind, Every Man is, by Nature, formed capable 
both of Joy and its contrary. But here it is a uſeful 
Obſervation (however manifeſt) that neither Pleaſure, 
nor Grief, is either Vice or Vertue. Particularly, Plea- 
ſure cannot be Vertue or Duty; becauſe it very widely 
differs from Action as certainly as any Thing what 
ſoever. And, in Strictneſs of Speech, it would be no 
more abſurd, however it may ſeem, to ſay that Happi- 
neſs or Proſperity is a Duty, than to ſay Rejoicing is a 
Duty. For Joy, or Rejoicing, is but a Paſſion or Sen- 
ſation of the Mind, moſt properly and intirely dependant 
on the divine Will ordering the Circumſtances & Cauſes 
which immediately, and, I may ſay, neceſſarily produce 
the Joy. As God hath made all Men capable of this 
leaſing Paſſion ; ſo, I fay, He is the Giver of all 
hings which create this Senſation in the Mind. So that 
it is a conſpicuous, as well as important Truth (which 
eyery rational Creature ought to remember) that God is 
directly the Author of all our Joy. * That He is fo is 
the Voice both of Nature and Revelation ; and the 


9 Royal Pfalmiſt rakes frequent Notice of this Truth, 


particularly Palm. 4. 7. Thou haſt put Gladneſs in 
** my Heart more than in the Time when their Corn 
* and Wine increaſgd.”. As this is an Expreſſion of 
his ſuperior Joy Account ſpiritual Bleſſings; fo, L 
% think, 
Ecce. 2. 26. & 5. 20. & 3. 13. 
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think, the Compariſon makes it evident, that he felt a 
generous Pleaſure at the temporal Proſperity of his e 
Neighbours, expreſſed by the Increaſe of Corn & Wine, 
which are very valuable Productions of the Earth. 
And the Joy of Harveſt ought to be particularly con- 3 
fidered, in this religious Light; eſpecially by Perſons I 
who are immediately ſerved by the Field ——That as 
our bountiful Creator and Preſerver giveth Rains and o 
fruitful Seaſons, providing Food to ſupport our Life IR © 
and exhilarate our Spirits; ſo it is He that continues in © 
our Hearts a Capacity of Gladneſs. It is natural to all © 
Men (the Will and the Kindneſs of the Creator hath 
wiſely fixed the Conflitution) to ſuffer Pain and Grief 
when they are deſtitute of Things needful for theBody ; Þ 
az 210, on the other Hand, to fee] Joy or Pleaſure 
in a State of Plenty, hen they are free fromHunger, i 
Tbirſt, Cold and Nakedneſs, and are in no apparent 

Danger of theCalamities. Such Capacity 00 . 
hath the moſt merciful Being put into our Nature, for 
the Preſervation of our comfortable Exiſtence in the 
World, and of the human Species. TR 

It is alſo no leſs certain, or worthy of Conſideration, 
that the glorious Author of our Nature cauſeth good 

Men to rejoice in an Apprehenſion of his Favour, and 
a Hope of eternal Life; nor is it poſſible for them not 
to mourn, if they have, at any Time, a Fear of being 
excluded, and that in Proportion to ſuch Fear, (whether 
the Fear be reaſonable or not ;) — For as God hath | 
made them capable of that Life (and nothing can be 
{o precious as celeſtial Bliſs ; except Holineſs the in- | 
diſpenſable Condition) ſo there can be no true Felicity 
ſeperate from that Bliſs or the Hope of it. And ſince } 
the Fountain of Life muſt be © the Giver of every 
good and perfect Gift,” He muſt ſurcly be the Au- 
thor of all our ſpiritual Fruitions and the Comforts at- 
tending a juſt Expectation; and——of all the Means 
f conducing 
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| conducing to the grand Deſign of our noble and happy 


Exiſtence. ; 


Nor ſheuld Chriſtians, ſurely, ever forget that God 
is the Author of our Redemption and of all the great 


Joy, the glad Tidings f of which we have in the Goſ- 


peil. It ought to be joytully „ 
| on ſuch a Day of Solemnity as this) that“ God ſo 
% loved the World that he gave his only begotten Son, 

that whoſoever believeth on him ſhould not periſh, 
bot have everlaſting Life.“ Who alſo ſendeth forth 
bis Holy Spirit into the Hearts of Men, to comfort, 
as well as enlighten and ſanctify them, to fill them with 
joy and Peace in believing, — to make them truly 


uile, vertuous and happy. It is therefore a gracious 


Gift of God, when good Chriſtians rejoice in the God 
of their Salvation—in the Father, the Son and the Holy 
spirit.“ Fr 3 


But, tho? there is no kind of Joy properly in our 


| ownPower ; yet let us conſider that God putteth it in our 


: | Power (as we are Men and Chriſtians) to do that which 
zs ſurely productive of the moſt precious Joy—even 
that Joy which is the Property of the Vertuous and 


Upright. He purterh it into our Power, by the 47 
0 ; 


of his Spirit, to work out our own Salvation—and 


to have this ſure Ground of Joy, the Teſtimony of a 


as it is produced by viewing the publick Profperity— 


good Conſcience. + But, 
II. I come to conſider the Joy of a vertuous Man 


, 


che Happineſs of his Neighbours ——T ſpeak of the 


publick Weal, not only with Reference to the preſent 


& Anniverſary Solemnity ; but becauſe thePſalmiſt has, in 


the Text, ſet an obliging Example, by indulging a grate- 


ful generous Joy ; in which he is reſembled by every 


good Man; who is heartily glad to ſee the Welfare of 
Gr | if SI 5 his 


, 


| t Luk. 2. 10. * Rom. 15. 13. Gal. 4. 6. | Rom. 14. 17. 


T 2 Cor. 1. 12. 
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his dear Country.—The ineſtimable Liberty and Pri. | 
vileges of the Church and State—to which we ma 
not add the valuable divine Bleſſings of Health, Peace 
and Plenty, as enjoyed by his Neighbours. And to 
determine whether our Gladneſs be genuine, or right— | 
(the Joy of the vertuous) We muſt conſider of its Con- 
nection with ſome particular Vertues which are doubt- 
Teſs eſſential Characters of a good Man. Ard I think | 
it muſt needs be right now to inſtance in ſincere Grati- 
tude to the ſupreme Benefactor, as alſo true Love to 
Mankind. . 
1. If we reaſonably rejoice in the Welfare of the 
Publick, our Hearts are freely diſpoſed (as was the 
Heart of the Pſalmiſt) to praiſe the Name of God for 


all his Benefits, —whether they be conferred on our- 5 Z 


ſelves, er others. | —_— 

It is ſurely juſt and right for all Men to be joyful 
at Proſperity ; and it. doth not ſeem poſlible that any 
Man fhould not rejoice at his own Rel, ſo far 
as he apprehends it. Yet alas! there are ſome Men | 
(if they may be called Men) whoſe Temper does not 


incline them to rejoice with their profperous Neigh- i 


bours +—but rather the contrary. But if we do re- 
Joice with thoſe who rejoice, and yet do not, by Gra- 


titude, give Glory to him who is the Author of all | 


Happineſs ; how can our Joy be better than that of 


the Hypocrite ?—The ſenſual Man, the proud or the 


Avaritious ? & And it is a moſt ſordid and vile Abuſe | 


of the Gifts of God, to uſe them only as the Objects 
of Covetouſneſs; or any Affection which doth not cen- 
ter in the grand Fountain of Light and Bliſs. The 
Joy of a righteous Man cannot be remote from Thank- 
fulnefs ; for without this there can be no Vertue or | 
Nighteouſneſs. The Ungrateful caſt off religious Fear, 
and are therefore liable to be treated as Rebels * 
e e 
+ Rom. 12. 15. * Mark 4. 16— 19. | Jam. 4. 3. 


SERMON. 13 


the eternal Majeſty: Surely they that fear (love and 
ſerve) God, the Source of all Felicity, will regard all 
the Streams of his Bounty as Divine; which ſurely 
implies that they will not ſtop at them and conſume 
'em on their Luſts. & It therefore certainly proves a 
Man's Mind corrupt and vitious, to a great Degree, if, 
rejoicing in divine Gifts, whether poſſeſſed by himſelf 
or another, he doth not aſcribe Glory to the Donor, 
who is the Lord and Maker of all Things: whether, I 
ſay, che Beneficiary be the unthankful Man or his 
Neighbour. When we ſee our Neighbours in a proſ- 


perous Condition, we muſt bleſs God for it; elle all 


our Charity 1s no more than imaginary, and our In 

nuity an empty Name. The unthankful Man miſera- 
= bly deccives himſelf ; and is ſurely deceived, if he 
= thinks he has any virtuous Generoſity. As natural 
Benevolence is a Principle evidently diſtin& from Self- 
love; ſo it may be often miſtaken for Virtue, But 
ſuch a dangerous Error might be eafily avoided ; ſince 
it is abundantly manifeſt, that, as we can't love God 


|F without being thankful to him, ſo, if we don't love 


him, we cannot love his Children (nor any Perſons) 
with a vertuous Benevolence or Charity. But this may 


bdring us to obſerve, 


2. That the Joy of the Vertuous is ever connected 
with a genuine Principle of virtuous Benevolence to 
Mankind. | | 

Every good Man. ardently loves the whole human 
Species ; he earneſtly wiſhes the univerſal Proſperity of 
every Perſon in the World. If you are truly pleaſed 
with any particular Intereſt of any Perſon, you defire 
the Welfare of all Perſons, your Enemies not excepted. + 
As all Men ſeem, even neceſſarily, to rejoice in their 
own perſonal Weal ; ſo this Self- love, as I faid before, 
is a Principal diſtin& and totally different from Bene- 

volence ; 

5 P/al. 84. 11. f Gal. 6. 10. Prov. 24. 17. & 25. 21. 
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volence ;— whether Benevolence be conſidered as a 
Virtue, or as a natural Affection. And it is too clear 
to be diſputed, that there are in the World (Perſons not 
a few) who demonſtrate the Diſtinction between thoſe 
Principles by a Separation. 'They love themſelves with 
all their Hearts and Souls, &c. but to their Neighbours 
Benefit have no upright Regard. Such Men may and 
do rejoice in their own Proſperity, if any they have, 
but their Joy is not the Companion of Vertue ; becauſe 
it implies a moſt wretched Perverſion of their own Na- 
ture. For certainly they were not made for themſelves; 
but to ſerve the Creator, by promoting, in their Spheres, 
the common Good of the Creation. And can they 
have any Goodneſs =y more than the Demons them- |} 
ſelves) who thus groſly contemn the ſacred Law of their | 
Nature, which is the Law of God himſelf ? No ſurely. 
What Reaſon therefore can ſuch Men have to rejoice in 
their preſent State and Character? have they not ra- 
ther the greateſt Cauſe to deplore the Miſeries which 
are haſtening on them? + And, if they are not judicially 
ſtupid, how can they but be pierced thro' with many 
Sorrows ? * They are not qualified to have Rejoicing 


in themſelves. | How then can they rightly congratu- 4 


late for the Privileges and Benefits which are enjoyed 


by others? Indeed vicious Perſons may be glad of | 


the Welfare of their Friends, or their Party. But what 
Goodnels, I beſeech you, or Ingenuity can there be in 
this? It is ſo diſtant from Ingenuity, that nothing can | 
be more. It is quite as remote as it is from a publick 
_ Spirit ;—between which and a party Spirit, how can 
there be any Agreement, more than between Light and 
Darkneſs ?—It we have any true Vertue we ſhall 
effectually think on theſe "Things ;—that our Hearts 
muſt abound with Benignity to one another; not be- 
cauſe we are of one Sect or Party of Men, or Chriſti- 
| en, | | ans. 
+ Jam. 5. 1. * 1 Tim. 6. 10. || Gal. 6. 4. oe 
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W ans, And to form Parties among Chriſtians eſpecially 
Iltis a very childiſh, yet not a harmleſs, but 
W pernicious Abſurdiry. We muſt, I fay, love one ano- 
ther; and that not in Word and Tongue only, but in 
Deed and in Truth, with a pure Heart fervently. x 
But if our Love be ingenuous indeed, it will extend 
beyond the Limits of this Town and Country, and 
Nation, and even Chriſtendom itſelf; and will expand 
itſelf as wide as the World. We muſt thus freely 
affect all Men as the rational Creatures of God, 
capable of Glory and Vertue ; elſe all our Pretenſions 
of Charity are vain. CO Ta op tray 
The true Joy of a virtuous Man is ſuch as cannot 
exiſt a Moment ſeperate from that angelic, that divine 


Principle Humanity, which is an eſſential Branch of 


Charity : For that Joy, in the very Nature of it, is 
founded in Charity. 'The grand Motive or Spring of 
the Gladneſs or Pleaſure in the good Man's Breaſt (next 

| to the Love of God) is that he loves his Neighbours 
as himſelf. As Charity wiſheth no Evil, fo it cannot 
| but rejoice in the Happineſs of Men :—as it muſt deſire 
their Felicity in every Reſpect. And it is natural to 
obſerve, that ſuch Deſire cannot be idle and ineffectual. 


1 The charitable Man, like the Sun in the Heavens, re- 


© joyceth without Wearineſs to felicitate thoſe on whom 


he ſhines : +—to exert himſelf for the Accompliſhment 


| of his generous Deſire, —to procure and advance human 
| Happineſs, — not only by fervent Prayers to God the 
Author of Happineſs ; but by thoſe correſpondent En- 
deavours, without which his Prayers would be Abſurdity 
and Abomination. Since therefore Charity is invaria- 
bly oppoſed and contrary to all Envy and III-will, it is 
| evident that the Envious and Malicious are far from 
| having any Charity. And thoſe who pretend to be of 

the human Race (and even ſtile themſelves Chriſtians) 


* 1 John 3. 18. 1 Peter 1. 22. f Plilip. 2.15. 
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and yet look with an invidious or malignant Eye on any 
of thew Neighbours, are ſo far from rejoicing at their 
Proſperity, that the View of it rather brings Pain and 
Anguiſh. I confeſs this hath the Aſpect of a diabolical 
Character: But I believe it is juſtly drawn, and, alas, 
it is worn by many who are yet in the Shape of Men! 
O that themſelves would look upon it, and deteſt 
it, and without Delay, put it off; Ten Thouſand 
Pities it ſhould be retained by any on this Side the in- 
fernal Regions k 
And (ſuffer me to repeat it ——) if any Man would 
rejoice his own Heart by finding in himſelf the beauti- 
ful Character of generous Joy, he muſt ſeek it in his 
own Converſation. For we cannot be ſure that we 
have Charity (but may be ſure that we have it not) un- 
leſs we walk charitably. And if any Man injures or 
even neglects his Neighbour, and yet thinks he loves 
him, ſach a Man has made no little Progreſs in theCraft 
of Self- deluſion— I mean (if I way uſe the Ex- 
preſſion) the Cunning of making a Fool of himſelf. 4+ | 
HI. I proceed to ſpeak of the Joy recommended by 
the Pſalmiſt, as it reſpects eſpecially ſpiritual Proſperity. 
For not only in our Text and Context, but frequent- 
ly elſewhere, he ſignifies that he rejoiced leſs in the In- 
_ creaſe of Corn and Wine, and all other terreſtial Bleſ- 
ſings, than in the Service and Favour of God—the 
Worſhip and Enjoyment of God who was all his Salva- 
tion andDeſire. || As his Soul thirſted for the livingGod, 
ſo he ſapremely rejoyced in the God of his Salvation. 
Hut this intenſe Joy did not ariſe merely from bis 
oven ſpiritual Privileges and Endowments, and hope of 
eternal Life; No. For he rejoiced even to glorying 
for the ſame divine Favour as beſtowed on other Men. 
His generous Heart was highly pleaſed to behold others 
„„ walking 


„„ Job £22: + Fam. 2. 16. 1 Jobn 3. 17. 
| P/alm. 84. 2. & 73. 25. & 62. 6. | e 
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SERMON. 17 
walking with him to the Houſe of the Lord and that 


in Order to their united Entrance into © the Houſe 


« not made with Hands eternal in the Heavens.“ And 
certainly all other good Men have copied after him. 
They deſire not to proceed in a ſolitary Way to the 
celeſtial City and Houle ; but are exceedingly deſirous 
of Companions, and are proportionately. joyful when 
they have actual Fellowſhip with the Saints. Their ge- 
nerous Souls ever wiſh to behold the moſt pleaſing Spec- 
tacle in the World, the Enlargement of the Redeemer's 
Kingdom— and that all Men would be ſaved by the 
Knowledge and Love of the Truth; the Accompliſn- 
ment of which Deſire would be ſweet indeed! But it 
is a very refreſhing Proſpect, when they ſee Multitudes 


| of Chriſtians' dwelling in mutual Love and Peace, * 


glorifying God with one Heart and Voice, + and thus 
alpiring at Perfection of Bliſs and Vertue in Heaven; 
where they may all rejoice together forever in his glori- 
ous Preſence. The Happineſs of Mankind is Sal ious 
Delight, and the Proſperity of the ſpiritual Jeruſalem is 
their chief Joy. | _ 5 
It is ſurely the clear and fixed Sentiment of a good 


Man, that ſpiritual Bleſſings are immenſely ſuperior to 


temporal; and therefore, as he is a rational Being, his 


principal Joy muſt be in the former. 


He is perſwaded (and it is the Theme of his daily 


Contemplation) that the Favour of God is Life, &c. 
| bes | 


ate eternal is infinitely better than the Life of 
Man on Earth ; becauſe it is, at leaſt, as preferable as 
it exceeds in Duration ; (nor do I affirm the Diſpro- 
portion to be greater, leſt ſuch an Aſſertion ſhould be 
deemed abſurd.) And ſurely the Conſequence will not 


he denied (I mean in Words)—that Life eternal is 
better than the good Things of this World. 


But 
* P/al. 133. 1. + Rom. 15. 6. | P/al. 137. 6. 
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But the Man of Vertue does not forget this obvious 
Truth, that material Things are unſatisfying as well as 
uncertain Shadows. | CI = 
And, if we are vertuous, we habitually remember, 
that, as we are by Nature capable of enjoying God ; 
ſo, therefore, nothing elſe can render us happy. 
The glorious Author of our Being affords us the 
X98 Things of this Life for Purpoſes truly great and 


eneficial; which, if they were otherwiſe, could not 


indeed be worthy of himſelf. This in general is very 
manifeſt ; but it is no leſs fo, chat He hath eſtabliſhed 
a Subordinacy of temporal "Things to 'Things eternal ; 
it muſt therefore be an impious Perverſion to place our 


Happineſs in the former. And that worldly Things 


are not given to be regarded with an ultimate Reliance, | 


is plain from theirInſufficiency torHappineſs—and like- 


wile from their being common to vicious Perſons, as | 
well the Vertuous ; whereas thoſe Things which are 


appropriated to the Vertuous are worthy of the higheſt 
Eſteem and Love and Joy: Such are ſpiritual Freedom, 
and a ſolid Hope of celeſtial Life. In theſe we can- 
not rejoice too much. We cannot rejoice too much in 
Things which are the moſt joyful and happy. The 
great Things of the World are not very earneſtly pur- 


ſued or rejoiced in by good Men; becauſe they look | 


upon theſe great Things to be indeed very little. — 


But the Things of God and Eternity they eſteem im- 


menſurately great and precious; and therefore they 
ſeek and rely upon them with the greateſt Intenſeneſs 
and Stability of Mind. And as their Hearts are fixed 


on their heavenly Treaſure (ſuperlatively rejoicing in | 
God whe is Love) ſo they are careful above all Things | 
to cultivate in themſelves Charity, the Bond of Per- | 


fection. Which never failing Vertue difpoſes them to 
congratulate their Neighbours—even more for their 


* Gol. . 14. 
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ſpiritual Hopes and Enjoyments, than thoſe which are 


temporal. For the good Man wiſheth (which is the 
very Eſſence of Charity) the fame Felicity to other 


| Men as to himſelf : And for himſelf he muſt, with the 


greateſt Earneſtneſs, perſue and acquieſce in ſpiritual 
| Felicity as the moſt valuable; and with the Hope of it 
| be proportionably pleaſed ; and therefore he principally 


wiſheth ſuch Felicity to his Neighbours. —And conſe . 
uently, fo far as he apprehends them walking in the 
Truth, he is affected, from a Principle of the moſt 


noble Benevolence, with a proportionable ſuperior Joy. 
FF re 5 | 
IV. I proceed to conſider, particularly, the Gladneſs 


of a good Man's Heart, as produced by the religious 


is ee of puBLICk "DHANKSGIVING. | 
It is plain, from what has been faid, that his chief 
Joy doth not ariſe from the common Bounties and Smiles 
of divine Providence, but from this Conſideration, viz. 


that to praiſe God (particularly in Publick as Men have 


Opportunity for it) is a great and indiſpenſable Duty, 


—and, accordingly, of manifold and inexpreſſible Ad- 
vantage to thoſe who duly perform it. It fills the pious 
Man's Heart with Joy, to fee his Neighbours ſo wiſe 


and happy as to join with him in the moſt reaionable 
and uſeful Service. It is a vaſt Pleaſure to him (whoſe 


Heart abounds with Chriſtian Benevolence,) that his 


Neighbours go in the Way of Truth and Peace. X He 


conſiders that giving Thanks to the Name of the Lord 


(particularly for the Bleſſings of Health, Peace and 
Plenty), hach ont a Tendency to procure, continue 


and inerea , Prolperity, but eſpecially that which is far 
better; for“ Godlineſs is profitable to all Things, &.“ 
He is very averſe from the Temper of thoſe hypocri- 
tical, prophane or ſenſual Perſons, who pretending to 
obſerve Days of Thankſgiving, mean, in Reality, but to 

C 2 ſerve 
* 3 Jobn 4. &e. 
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ſerve the Purpoſes of Pride, Luxury and idle Mirth, 
His Joy is ſober, rational and ſublime. His Heart is 
fixed, truſting and praiſing God for all the good Things | 
of this Life; but eſpecially thoſe which pertain to eter- 
nal “Life and Godlineſs. He aims at the moſt ex- 
cellent and laſting Exerciſe and Delight, and ſcotns the 
ſordid brutiſh Temper and Behaviour of the vicious :— 
who do not glorify God (in whoſe Hand their Breath is, 
and whoſe are all their Ways) but pervert his Bounty 
unto Wantonneſs. OT 5 
The vertuous Man aſpireth after Glory, Honour 
and Immortality. He means to praiſe the Name of 
God forever in the future World; and deſires to increaſe 
the Number of the celeſtial Adorers.— He deſires it 
from a Principle of Humanity as well as Piety, which 
makes him very glad to meet his Brethren here in the 
Houſe of the Lord, to give Thanks to the Name of 
the Lord. b 55 
Having thus endeavoured the ſeveral Things pro- 
poſed, I attempt now, in a few Particulars, ſome 
Meru, : 
IMPROVEMEN I. 

I. It is our reaſonable and neceſſary Duty, to pray 
unto God for all needful Bleſſings dee 'ris a Duty 
to give him Thanks for all that we and others enjoy,— 
It is equally juſt and right to pray to him for what we 
and others need. There is evidently the fame Reaſon 

for one as the other; namely, that he is the infinite 
Being, the Fountain of all Bleſſedneſs. | 

Therefore, they that caſt off Fear, ſo as to reſtrain | 
Prayer before God, are as really guilty and inexcuſea- 
ble, as they that refuſe to be thankful ; or, more ak 
perly, theſe Neglects are both very criminal, and belong 
do the ſame Perſons. Let us conſider theſe Things, 
and ſincerely pray—eſpecially that the God of all Grace 

would render us truly virtuous and ſpiritually happy. 
| 2 Particularly, 


SERMON. ar 


3 let us pray for that Happineſs recommend- 
ed by the P. 


if Spirit. It is properly a Gift of God, and a very de- 


W firable one it is. As the Occaſion of it is very deſirable, 


ſothe Felicity itſelf (the Joy) is truly great & reaſonable. 


O that we may have Reaſon to conclude, that we 


are walking together to the City Jeruſalem which is a- 
bove to ſerve God Day and Night in his Temple. 
| In the mean Time, let us chearfully imitate the royal 


| Pſalmiſt, by praying for the Peace and Proſperity of the 


Church of Chriſt in the Word. O that we may now 


and henceforth pray in Spirit and Truth.— And beware 
W that we offer not the Sacrifice of Fools. And let us 


3 pray to be preſerved from the Joy of Fools, as well as 
from ſuch Proſperity as deſtroys thoſe who have it. 
Let us therefore pray that, by the Word and Spirit of 


Chriſt, we may be made truly thankful for all the di- 


vine Favours which we enjoy. And let us remember, 


that if we do not live in the Practice of religious Prayer, 
all our Privileges and ſpiritual Hopes will be vain and 


deluſive; and that if we are not a thankful and prayer- 


ful, we ſhall not be a proſperous People. And that 
if we be not prayerful, we ſhall not be thankful. O 
therefore that God would, in Mercy, pour out a Spirit 
ef Supplication on his People of this Lang! 

may we hope to be that happy People, whoſe God is 
the Lord. But : 
II. Let us then, for our Part, live in Exerciſe of 
pious Gratitude. | y 


| We make a holy Profeſſion, and claim the Chriſtian 


Character; but our Profeſſion is falſe, and our Claim is 


fallacious, if we are not indeed thankful to the ſupreme 
BenefaQtor—particularly—for his Bleſſing granted this 


| Year to the People of the Land; but eſpecially for 
_ evangelic Light and Liberty, and the precious Effetts. — 


But 


almiſt in the Text; The Joy of the up- 
right Man which attends a truly generous and public 
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22 A Thankſgiving SERMOM. 
But if we gratefully record the greateſt divine Bleſſings, 


it is certain we ſhall not overlook thoſe which are in- 
ferior. Let us then remember, to the Glory of God, 
the Joy of a plentiful Harveſt. And if thus we do, we | 

ſhall not abuſe the Bounties of Heaven, to the wretch- 
ed Purpoſes of Avarice and Luxury. The coveteous, 
the unmerciful, or the intemperate, any more than the 


prophane, cannot be Thankful, nor have any moral | | 


Goodneſs at all. Which brings me to ſay, 1 
III. Let us reſolve, by the Grace of God in Chriſt, 


to make a vertuous Improvement of all the Gifts of God. 


It we are truly joyful and thankful, we ſhall be truly 


penitent and humble. We ſhall practice Sobriety, God- 


lineſs and Juſtice 


Kindneſs and Compaſſion towards | 


all Perſons. O that the Benignity of God might per- 


ſuade us all to walk before him in Truth, with an up- 


right Heart. Let our Prayers and Reſolutions be ef- 


fectual. If the latter be fo, the former will be likewiſe. | 
That which is of the greateſt Moment, may be repeat- | 
ed. God forbid we ſhould forget, that true Joy and | 
_ Gratitude are inſeparable from Charity, —which, with- | 
out the Fruits, is but a meer Name. Therefore let us 
practice Charity, i. e. Holineſs. Let us thus ever ſhew i 
a juſt Regard to the Weal and Proſperity of our dear i 
Country, to the Authority, Example and Love of Chriſt, 
and to the Advancement of his Kingdom in the World. | 


To Him, as the Son of the eternal God, be Glory 1 


for ever, 


AMEN. 
CE CCl 
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The Vanity of Prayer 
and Faſting, as uncon- 
nected with Reforma- 
tion of Manners. 
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A SERMON preached at Leominſter, On 
the Publick FAST, March a oth 1755. 
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ISAIAH IX. 2. 


uur Iniquities have ſeparated between you and your -«. . 
; God, and your Sins have hid his Face from you, 
that He will not hear. F 


ga nn HE Connection between this Chapter and 
nad 3 the preceding, is, doubtleſs, juſt the 
be: 5 ſame, as if there were no Diviſion of 
Da Chapters; and, therefore, as much to be 
n regarded. And the Nature of the pre- 
ſent Solemnity will evidently warrant our taking a View 
of that Connection. By which we may ſee, that our 
Text was ſpoken by the inſpired Prophet, reproving the 
, & peculiar People of God, who were both puniſhed and 
threatened with Calamities, for their Hypocriſy, as well 
CS | as 
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as other Iniquities. Cry aloud” (faith God to the 
Prophet, in the Beginning of the 58th Chapter) “ ſpare 
* not, lift up thy Voice like a Trumpet, and ſhew 
„% my People their Tranſgreſſions, &c.” Behold the 
wonderful Patience and Mercy of God, deſiring the 
Amendment of his People, to procure their Proſperity. 
And, to ſhew them effectually their Error and Self- De- 
F ception, the Prophet was, I ſuppoſe, commanded to 
ſpeak to them the Purport of the 2d Verſe. © Yet 
«« they ſeek me daily, and delight ro know my Ways, 
* as a Nation that did Righteouſneſs, and forſook not | 
« the Ordinances of their God; they aſk of me 
the Ordinances of Juſtice, they take Delight in 
approaching to God.” Would to God there were 
not, at this Day, Perſons of ſo fallacious a Character, 
_ deceiving their very Selves, as well as Neighbours, into 
an Imagination that they are accepted of him for out- 
ward Acts of Devotion, tho? they worſhip him not in] 
Spirit and Truth. who think well of themſelves, 
for a Sort of Delight in Duties of Pisty, while indeed 
their Hearts wander groſly after their Coveteouſneſs, +| 
or other Vices; and their Mouths, perhaps, for a Pre- 
tence only, faſt often, and make long Prayers. * And ſo 
pireſumptuous have ſome ſuch Perſons been, as to com- 
plain of the infinitely righteous One himſelf, when he 
hath not ſhown ſuch Regard to their wretched Services 
as they expected. Wherefore have we faſted, fay 
“they, and thou ſeeſt not? Why have we afflicted our 
Soul, and thou takeſt no Knowledge?“ Altho' the 
falſe-hearted Worſhippers ſeem to have made a very 
inſolent and wicked Demand; yet the ſupreme Majeſty} 
vouchſafed a gracious Anſwer——but reproving their 
Sins, and ſetting them in Order before them; — that 
they might ſee and forſake them: A very gracious 
Proceedure, indeed, that muſt be, which is fitted to bane 
an 


+ Ezel. 33. 31. Matt. 23. 14. 
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| a People from Vice and Ruin, — which have a mutual 
and moſt intimate Relation. God reproveth his People 
of Inſincerity and Unrighteouſneſs, as what hinder'd 
bis ſeeing or taking Knowledge of their Devotions :— 
j. e. anſwering their Prayers for publick Proſperity. » 
But the Anſwer of God to an impious People faith thus: 
„ Behold in the Day of your Faſt ye find Pleaſure, 
and exact all your Labeurs. Behold ye faſt for 
Strife and Debate, and to ſmite with the Fiſt of 
% Wickedneſs.” So far, alas! were their Pretenſions 
of Fidelity to God, from being true, that even their 
moſt ſacred Solemnities were not free from the Inde- 
| cency of worldly ſenſual Pleaſure and needleſs Laborg; 
dhe latter of which was, probably, impoſed with Rigour 
by Superiors on their Dependants. And ſo vile were 
ſome as to cover, with a pious Magk, their inhuman 
| Deſigns of Contention and Oppreſſion. And, perhaps, 
& ſome put their Deſigns in Execution on the very Days 
of Faſting. What was the Righteouſneſs of fo unrigh- 
reous a People better than filthy Rags ? And how in- 
excuſeable the Stupidity of pleading it before God! 
It was then very merciful Condeſcenſion that they were 
taught, as well as reproved, as in the next Words. 
*« Ye ſhall not faſt as ye do this Day, to make your 
“Voice to be heard on high.” q. d. Surely ye ought _ 
* by no Means to make ſuch Joud Pretenſions of Sanc- 
* tity and Vertue, while you addi& yourſelves to 
Luxury and Avarice, Strife and Cruelty. How ma- 
* nifeſt and horrid the Inconſiſteney ! and very ſhame- 
fully abſurd the Suppoſal !—that to mock the Om- 
W © niſcient One by falſe Appearance of Loyalty can 
ir © atone for your other flagitious Crimes.“ “ Is it ſuch 
| © a Faſt that I have choſen? a Day for a Man to 
« afflict his Soul? is it to bow down his Head as a 
% Bulruſh ? and to ſpread Sackcloth and Aſhes under 
„him? Wilt thou call this a Faſt, an acceptable Day 
8 | D 466 to 
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as Ser Iniquities. Cry aloudꝰ (ſaith God to the 7 


Prophet, in the Beginning of the 58th Chapter) “ ſpare | | 


<« not, lift up thy Voice like a Trumpet, and ſhe | 


« my People their Tranſgreſſions, &c.” Behold the 


wonderful Patience and Mercy of God, deſiring the | 
Amendment of his People, to procure cheir Proſperity. | 
And, to ſhew them effectually their Error and Self-De- | 


ception, the Prophet was, I ſuppoſe, commanded to 
ſpeak to them the Purport of the 2d Verſe. Yet 


they ſeek me daily, and delight to know my Ways, 
* as a Nation that did Righteouſneſs, and forſook not 


« the Ordinances of their God; they aſk of me b 


<< the Ordinances of Juſtice, they take Delight in 
approaching to God,” Would to God there were 
not, at this Day, Perſons of ſo fallacious a Character, 
deceiving their very Selves, as well as Neighbours, into | 


an Imagination that they are accepted of him for out- 
ward Acts of Devotion, tho? they worſhip him not in 


Spirit and Truth. who think well of themſelves, | 
for a Sort of Delight in Duties of Pisty, while indeed 
their Hearts wander groſly after their Coveteouſneſs, +} 
or other Vices ; and their Mouths, perhaps, for a Pre- 
tence only, faſt often, and make long Prayers. & And foi 


preſumptuous have ſome ſuch Perſons been, as to com- 


plain of the infinitely righteous One himſelf, when he 
bath not ſhown ſuch Regard to their wretched Services] 
as they expected. Wherefore have we faſted, ſay 
« they, and thou ſeeſt not? Why have we afflicted our 
& Soul, and thou takeſt no Knowledge? Altho' the 
falſe-hearted Worſhippers ſeem to have made a very} 
inſolent and wicked Demand; yet the ſupreme Majeſty} 
vouchſafed a gracious Anſwer but reproving their 


Sins, and ſetting them in Order before them; — that 


they might ſee and forſake them: A very gracious 


Proceedure, indeed, that muſt be, which is fitted to om ; 
6 | „ 


T Fei. 33. 31. Matt. 23. 14. 


a: J 
4 

. 

* 
o 


' A Faſt Sermon. 25 


a | a People from Vice and Ruin, which have a mutual 


and moſt intimate Relation. God reproveth his People 


of Inſincerity and Unrighteouſneſs, as what hinder'd 
his ſeeing or taking Knowledge of their Devotions :— 
& j. c. anſwering their Prayers for publick Proſperity. 
but the Anſwer of God to an impieusPeople faith thus: 


4 « Behold in the Day of your Faſt ye find Pleaſure, 
and exact all your Labeurs. Behold ye faſt for 


W - Strife and Debate, and to ſmite with the Fiſt of 


W © Wickedneſs.” So far, alas! were their Pretenſions 


of Fidelity to God, from being true, that even their 
$ moſt ſacred Solemnities were not free from the Inde- 
cency of worldly ſenſual Pleaſure and needleſs Labory; 
the latter of which was, probably, impoſed with Rigour 
by Superiors on their Dependants. And ſo vile were 
W ſome as to cover, with a pious Magk, their inhuman 
& Deſigns of Contention and Oppreſſion. And, perhaps, 
W ſome put their Deſigns in Execution on the very Days 
of Faſting. What was the Righteouſneſs of fo unrigh- 
teous a People better than filthy Rags? And how in- 
excuſeable the Stupidity of pleading it before God ! 


It was then very merciful Condeſcenſion that they were 


taught, as well as reproved, as in the next Words, 


oe ſhall not faſt as ye do this Day, to make your 


«« Voice to be heard on high.” q. d. Surely ye ought 


by no Means to make ſuch loud Pretenſions of Sanc- 
W © titw and Vertue, while you addict yourſelves to 
Luxury and Avarice, Strife and Cruelty. How ma- 
nifeſt and horrid the Inconſiſteney ! and very ſhame- 
fully abſurd the Suppoſal !—that to mock the Om- 
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atone for your other flagitious Crimes.“ “ Is it ſuch 


2 Faſt that IJ have choſen? a Day for a Man to 
afflict his Soul? is it to bow down his Head as a 
Bulruſh ? and to ſpread Sackcloth and Aſhes under 
him? Wilt thou call this a Faſt, an acceptable Day 
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niſcient One by falſe Appearance of Loyalty can 
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« totheLord ?” As the wiſeſt and beſt of Beings never 


cou'd inſtitute Days of Faſting, merely, or chiefly, for | 


the external Signs of Humiliation ; ſo theſe are far 
from expiating the complicated Wickedneſs of Propha- 
nity, Injuſtice and Intemperance; even as far—as the 


fouleſt and boldeſt Falſhood is from leſſening or excu- 


ſing any other Iniquity. And to fay that © ſuch a Faſt” I 


could be an acceptable Day to the Lord” is evidently 
a falſe, if not a blaſphemous, Aſſertion. But what is 
acceptable He gracioully teacheth, or admoniſhes us 
in the 6th Verſe and onward. Is not this the Faſt 

« which I have choſen, to looſe the Bands of Wicked- 


« neſs, to undo the heavy Burdens, and to let the Op- 
C 


400 


6 caſt out to thy Houſe? When thou ſeeſt the naked, 
«« that thou cover him, and that thou hide not thyſelf 
« from thy own Fleſh ?” You ſee that the Practice of 


true Righteouſneſs and Mercy is indiſpenſably requiſite, | 


if we would have our Faſting Days acceptable to the 
Lord—if we would reaſonably expect that he will take 
Knowledge thereof, fo as to grant his implered Bleſſing. 
It ſeems an odd Sentiment which ſome have adopted, 
viz. that the Command, here, of being kind to the Ne- 
ceſſitous, extends only to Faſt Days. It might as well 
be ſuppoſed that the Oppreſſed are to go free on ſuch 

Days only, and that, all the Year beſides, we may op- 
preſs them as much as we pleaſe. We are doubtleſs 
commanded by the Prophet, in God's Name, to have, 
on ſuch a Day as this, a right Diſpoſition and effectual 
Reſolution to practice Benignity as well as other Ver- 
ues, all the Days of our Lives. And, to make us 
pitiful to all in Diſtreſs, it is ſuggeſted, I think, that 
they are our own Fleſh. Of one Blood God hath made 
all Men. * But the Precepts of our common Father, 


whoſe 
* ee 17. 20. 


preſſed go free, &c? Is it not to deal thy Bread to 
the Hungry, and that thou bring the Poor whe are 
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„Thy Light ſhall break forth as the Morning, and 
thy Health ſhall ſpring forth ſpeedily, and thy Righ- 


« Lord ſhall be thy Rere-ward.“ Very beautiful and 
emphatical are theſe divine Expreſſions. Light and 
Icalth, being very precious Bleſſings, are apt Repre- 


will quickly accrue to a People becoming truly ver- 


tuous. That which exalteth a Nation * will, as a 


ſkilful Commander, lead them on to Happineſs. But 
Ineſs) which defends and faves them. So very happy is 


W Profeſſion and Relation. + And as the moſt holy and 
merciful Being delighteth vaſtly in the Happineſs of 
his rational Creatures, in Conjunction with their own 
Righteouſneſs ; ſo He is wonderfully long-ſuffering, 
and multiplieth his gracious Promiſes, to perſuade a 


comprehenſive Promiſe than ſuch as engageth the An- 
ſwer of God to our Prayers? Then ſhalt thou call, 
and the Lord ſhall anſwer : Thou ſhalt cry, and He 
„ ſhall ſay, here I am.” Even the divine Mercy, as 
well as Juſtice, infers the Neceſſity of our being ver- 
tuous in order to obtain the Proſperity for which we 


pray. Which Truth is inſiſted on for the vaſt Impor- 
portance of it, „If thou take away from the midſt 


of thee, the Yoke, the putting forth of the Finger 
and ſpeaking Vanity. Oppreſſion is diſpleaſing to 
God, becauſe it is injurious to the Oppreſſor as well as 
oppreſſed. And fo is (for the like Reaſon) a con- 
5 D 2 temptuous 
Prov. 14. 34 f Eſal. 144. 15. 5 


whoſe Love is tranſcendant to us all, are eſtabliſhed 
Wnot only on their own Reaſonableneſs and Equity; but 


powerful Motives ; particularly Promiſes of Happineſs 
to the obedient. © Then” faith He in the 8th Verſe, 


« teouſneſs ſhall go before thee, and the Glory of the 


ſentations of the great and extenſive Proſperity which 


it is the Glory of God (his Power Wiſdom and Good- 
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that People of God, who juſtly prize their honourable 


ſinful People to Obedience. And what can be a more 
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temptuous Treatment of our Neighbour, — and all li- 
centious Uſe of the Tongue. || They provoke God as 
they hurt his People. Conſequently, Humanity and 
Compaſſion are highly pleaſing to him, and procure his 
Favour. If thou draw out thy Soul to the Hungry | 
« and fatisfy the affſicted Soul, then ſhall thy Light 
*« riſe in Obſcurity and thy Darkneſs be as Noon Day. 
And the Lord ſhall guide thee continually, and ſatisfy 

„ thy Soul in Drought, &c.” By theſe and following 
Words we may underſtand the various rich Bleſſings 
that will ſurely be conferr'd on every reformed People. 
Particularly that God will fave them from the Deſtruc- | 

tions of War and Famine. But, to remind us that we 
muſt obey the firſt as well as ſecond Table of the Law, 
we have the Contents of the 13th Verſe. © If thou 
„ turn away thy Feot from the Sabbath, from doing | 
thy Pleaſure on my holy Day, and call the Sabbath 

a Delight” &c. Surely this divine Sentence renders 
a Multitude of People wholly without Excuſe, who | 
are ſelf-condemned of prophaning the firſt Day of the 
Week ; for there is a ſevere Threatning plainly implied 
in the divine Promiſe in the 14th Verſe. © Then thou 
« ſhalt delight thy ſelf in the Lord, and I will cauſe 
„ thee to ride on the high Places of the Earth &c; 
for the Mouth of the Lord hath ſpoken it.” 

The living and true God hath promiſed to deliver, 
Preſerve and bleſs a People whoſe religious Duties, par- 
ticularly of Faſting and Prayer, are performed with 
Purity of Heart, diſpoſed to univerſal Obedience, — | 
which is alſo neceſſary for thoſe happy Purpoſes. And 
the true Reaſon why any People are in Adverſity, is not 
becauſe God is unable to give Proſperity, but becauſe | 
they refuſe and rebel, & as we are told by the Mouth | 
of the Lord in the two next Verſes. *© Behold the 
« Lords Hand is not ſhortned that it cannot ſave, re 

mh. e 


Jam. 1. 26. * 1a, 1. 20. 


_ WE 


—_ Eck " we 


moſt certainly, cannot be approved of Him who ſearch- 
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« his Ear heavy that it cannot hear; but your Iniqui- | 


« ties have ſeperated between you and your God, and 


$ < your Sins have hid his Face from you, that he will 


« not hear.” OP” 


This was certainly written for our Learning and Ad- 
monition, and very nearly concerns every Society of 

Men favour'd with the divine Oracles. And agreably 

to the preſent Solemnity teacheth us to this Purpoſe. 

As Prayer and Faſling ſhould always be joined with 


Reformation of Manners ; ſo this Reformation among 


| the People of God is the neceſſary Way to render 


their Prayers effectual to ſave them from Calamity and 
Ruin, and procure the Bleſſings of divine Providence. 
Under this Doctrine I would firſt ſpeak of the requi- 
ſite Connection between the Prayers of ſuch a Day as 
this, and a ſincere Purpoſe of Reformation; and, ſe- 
condly conſider how the Fulfilment of ſuch Purpoſe, by 
a ſinful People, is the Way to render effectual their 
Supplications for the divine Favour. . 
I. I am to conſider how, acceptable Prayer is, con- 
nected with an upright Intention to reform our ſelves 
_——our Hearts and Lives. . 
As it would be a moſt abſurd Neglect if we did not 
this Day beſeech of God to lead us to Repentance; ſo, 
if we pray, with any Propriety, for temporal Bleſſings, 
we do it, at leaſt implicitly, on this Condition, that we 
forſake our Sins which we ſolemnly confeſs, before 
God, to be the Cauſe of his righteous Anger. So that, 
if we act in any Meaſure as becomes Men, we do, in- 
deed, abandon our Sins. And, ſure, I need not prove 


the Impoſſibility of abandoning them, without firſt de- 


termining to do ſo, We debaſe our ſelves far below 
the Sphere of Humanity, if our Pretenſions of Amend- : 


ment be not true and ſincere. And how can they be 
ſo, unleſs they be permanent and effectual? Hypocrites, 


eth 
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eth the Heart, and hath an infinite Abhorrence of TIni- 
quity. So that they who do not really give theirHearts 
to him, are treaſuring up Wrath againſt themſelves. 
As they are univerſally guilty & who don't live ſoberly 


and juſtly, as well as piouſly in the World; fo, J fay, 1 


woe can be neither ſober,juſt,nor godly, if our © Goodneſs 
be as the Morning Cloud and the early Dew.” And, 
if we thus © return to Folly,” as our Purpoſes are ut- 
terly vain ; ſo our Pretenſions of Faithfulneſs will be 
but an Affront to our eternal Sovereign. —The Wick- 
edneſs of which will be enhanced by our Relation to him, 
not only as our ſupreme Judge, but our infinitely kind 
Benefactor and Redeemer. Unleſs we are truly devoted 
to the Service of God, our Prayers and Confeſſions are | 
idle and uſeleſs, and worſe than mere Vanity; for we pre- 


tend, I ſay, to confeſs our Tranſgreſſions with Sorrow 


and Deteſtation of them all, intreating that God would, 
by his Spirit, influence us* to Repentance :— 

Repentance as the Condition of obtaining the di- 
vine Favour in other Reſpects. Who is there fo pre- 
ſumptuous as te aſk the Bleſſing of God except on that 
Condition. We implore his ſanctifying Grace for our- 
ſelves that we may have that true Righteouſneſs with- 
out which ſecular Proſperity, any more than ſpiritual, 
is not to be expected. The Inconſiſtency, therefore, 
is very groſs indeed, if we do not reſolve to turn from 
our Sins, all our Sins, to the Service of the true God. 
Nor can there well be a more glaring Contradiction than 


to ſay, we have the ſanctifying Grace of God; and yet 


do not live a holy Life; it being the natural unaliena- 
ble Temper of the Sanctified to love ſuch a Life — | 
And therefore to reſolve upon it. And to look for the | 
regenerating Influence of the Spirit, ſeparate from our 
own Endeavours, would be a moſt wretched Abſurdity. 
Neither can they who call themſelves a willing and 

obedient 
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obedient People, while they are not zealous of all good 
Works, & have any juſter Title to Happineſs + for aſſuming 
W {ch a Character; for they contradict themſelves, and the 
| Truth is not in them. || And to what Purpoſe is our Religion 
il che Engagements, on our Part, are not fulfilled? Sure- 
ly none but our own Condemnation ;—unleſs it be the 
W ruining of others by our perfidious Character. For 
what good End, I beſeech you, can we pray to God 
(or perform other Duties) unleſs we uprightly intend 
to obey all his Commandments ? And how great is the 
| guilt of thoſe who take no Care to put their Intentions | 
in Practice! Surely it cannot be leſs than that of 
breaking a human Covenant. No; but it muſt be 
more than temporal Miſery which is due to thoſe Men, 
W who (having explicitly bound themſelves to do what 
was previouſly their natural Duty; yet) deſpiſe their 
moſt ſacred Obligations. To do Righteouſnels and 
Mercy, from a Love of thoſe Vertues, was ever more 
acceptable to God than all the proper Sacrifices in the 
World. $ Nor is it poſſible He ſhould be pleaſed with 
their Worſhip who do not freely practice Goodneſs and 
Compaſſion to their Neighbours. Nature itſelf might 
| ſhew the obvious Truth, that there can be no good De- 
ſign in public Meetings, ſeparate from the Promotion of 
Vertue. So that nothing can be more evident, to a 
| conſiderate Man, than that the Practice of Vertue 
W (Righteouſneſs and Temperance V can't be of leſs 
Value than the moſt ſolemn Aſſemblies. And they are 
| ſtupidly ignorant of their own Nature, who imagine 
that the Author of it can diſpenſe with a Separation be- 
tween the firſt and the ſecond great Commandment of 
the Law,ywhich himſelf hath joined together. The 
Seperation indeed is abſolutely impoſlible ; and they 
| who attempt it are the worſt of Fools, 4 For it is clear 
5 as 
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love his Brother alſo. * And the Scriptures abound | 


will not hear.” + God refuſed his People a gracious i 


% Truth, &c. The Connection, therefore, between 
acceptable Prayer and true Righteouſneſs is mani- 


accordingly, we ſignify our reſolving to forſake them. 
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as the Sun, that no Man can love God, who doth not 


with the important Truth which is contain'd in the fir 
Chapter of the Book of this Prophecy. © To what 
«« Purpoſe is the Multitude of your Sacrifices to me; 
« faith the Lord, &c.—When ye make many Prayers I | 


Audience, becauſe of their cruel Oppreſſions, as well 
as other abominable Iniquities.— Which are, ſome of 
*em, ſpecified allo in the Verſes following our Text. 
% Your Sins have hid his Face from you that He will 
« not hear, for your Hands are defiled with Blood, and 
*« your Fingers with Iniquity. Your Lips have ous Z 1 
Lies, your Tongue hath muttered Perverſeneſs. | 
None calleth for Juſtice, nor any pleadeth for 


feſt enough. And, if the Point before us, needed 
no Elucidation, T have not, I truſt, render'd it obſcure, 
hy inſiſting on that which is full as weighty as it is 
manifeſt. As they have no true Fpneſty who obſerve} 
Days of Faſting, and don't pray for a Spirit of Repen- 
tance ; ſo they are prodigiouſly vile and unreaſonable M 
who pray for it without adding right Endeavours for it. 
Which Repentance cannot exiſt without a ſincere Reſo- 
lution to reform our Morals. Which Reſolution is pre- 
tended by all who ſolemnly implore temporal Safery 7 
and Proſperity ; as Reformation is that without which | 
Men do not expect the divine Favour. I 

When we beg of God, for Inſtance, that he would 
{fave us from the hurtful Sword or Famine or Peſtilence, i 
we preſume not to hope for the Mercy and Salvation} 
without forſaking, as well as confeſſing our Sins; || and MW 
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This is our Covenant- Engagement; and it is ratified 
in the Eye of Heaven, whether it be expreſſed by us or 

not; for certainly tis at leaſt implied; For what Man 
is ignorant that God will not hear the Prayers of the 


„ obſtinate, + whether individual Sinners, or vicious Com- 


munities. How very abſurd then is the Vanity of aſk- 
ing (even the good Things of this Life) while we con- 
nue in our Sins !/—Surely we were not created mercly 
W to aſk and receive temporal Enjoyments ;— but for a 
much nobler End—that we might be holy; * For cur 
& glorious Creator form'd us rational capable of his mo- 


ral Image. It is then a very ſordid %buſe of our Na- 
ture, to faſt and pray and live a wicked Life. M hoſo- 


ever doth fo is wicked with Aggravation; becauie he 


vous, but doth not pay; ſolemnly devoteth himſelf 
to God, but in Heart and Works denieth him. $ O0! 


let us beware of ſuch fatal Abſurdity. Let us, as Men 
and Chriſtians, reſolve, in the Fear of God, to break 


"1 | *« off our Sins by Righteouſneſs, and our Iniquities by 
j © ſhewing Mercy; + and hve toberly, juſtly and 


| 1 god] in the World. Sp | . 9 
I. I come now to conſider, how the Reformation 
of a vicious People is the Way to render effectual their 


t. u r for the Smiles of divine Provi ſence. 


ndeed if thoſe Prayers, and thoſe wy, are pleaſing to 


God, which are accompanied with a Reſolution to amend 


our Ways; then the Fulfilment of ſuch a Reſolution 
muſt be the Way to obtain the deſired Proſperity. But 
this important Concluſion is not only teſtified by ſerip- 
tural Threatnings and Promiſes, and Hiſtorical Relations 
of Facts; but reſulteth from our natural certain Ap- 
prehenſions of the divine Nature and Attributes 
particularly the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God, ae con- 
| cerned in the moral Government of the World. T: is 
| by = 6 hevce 
John 9. 31. P/al. 66.18. * 1 Peter 1. 16. || Eccl. 5, 5. 
. 1. 16. 1 Dan. 4. 27. + Ti. 2. 12. 5 


32 A Faſt Sermon. 


as the Sun, that no Man can love God, who doth not 
love his Brother alſo. F And the Seriptures abound 
with the important Truth which is contain'd in the firſt 
Chapter of the Book of this Prophecy. To what 
% Purpoſe is the Multitude of your Sacrifices to me; 
« faith the Lord, &c.—When ye make many Prayers! 
* will not hear.” + God refuſed his People a gracious} 
Audience, becauſe of their cruel Oppeedliane, as well 
as other abominable Iniquities. Which are, ſome of 
*em, ſpecified alſo in the Verſes following our Text, | 
* Your Sins have hid his Face from you that He will 
«« not hear, for your Hands are defiled with Blood, and 

*« your Fingers with Iniquity. Your Lips have ſpoken} 
- — your Tongue hath muttered Pervertineli \ 
None calleth for Juſtice, nor any pleadeth for 
Truth, &c. The Connection, therefore, between 
acceptable Prayer and true Righteouſneſs is mani-} 
feſt enough. And, if the Point before us, needed 
no Elucidation, J have not, I truſt, render'd it obſcure, | 
—by inſiſting on that which is full as weighty as it is 
manifeſt. As they have no true Honeſty who obſerve 
Days of Faſting, and don't pray for a Spirit of Repen- 
tance ; ſo they are prodigiouſly vile and unreaſonable 
who pray for it without adding right Endeavours for it. 
Which Repentance cannot exiſt without a ſincere Reſo- 
lution to reform our Morals. Which Reſolution is pre- 

tended by all who ſolemnly implore temporal Safery 
and Proſperity ; as Reformation is that without which 
Men do not expect the divine Favour. : 
When we beg of God, for Inſtance, that he would 
fave us from the hurtful Sword or Famine or Peſtilence, 
we preſume not to hope for the Mercy and Salvation 
without forſaking, as well as confeſſing our Sins; || and 
accordingly, we ſignify our reſolving to forſake _ | 
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This is our Covenant-Engagement ; and it is ratified 


n the Eye of Heaven, whether it be expreſſed by us er 
not; for certainly tis at leaſt implied; For what Man 
ts ignorant that God will not hear the Prayers of the 

. WH obſtinate, f whether individual Sinners, or vicious Com- 

I WH munities. How very abſurd then is the Vanity of aſk- 
ing (even the good Things of this Life) while we con- 
nue in our Sins !—Surely we were not created mercly 
to aſk and receive temporal Enjoyments ;— but for a 
t. much nobler End—that we might be holy; * For our 
1 WF glorious Creator form'd us tational—capable of his mo- 
(I ral Image. It is then a very ſordid Abuſe of our Na- 
nM ture, to faſt and pray and live a wicked Life. Whoſo- 
ever doth ſo is wicked with Aggravation ; becaute he 
vos, but doth not pay; ¶—ſolemnly devoteth himſelf 
to God, but in Heart and Works denieth him. $ O ! 
J. let us beware of ſuch fatal Abſurdity. Let us, as Men 
and Chriſtians, reſolve, in the Fear of God, to break 
off our Sins by Righteouſneſs, and our Iniquities by 
M8 © ſhewing Mercy; f and live ſoberly, juſtly and 
e godly Tr! od alan 
£ II. I come now to conſider, how the Reformation 
je of a vicious People is the Way to render effectual their 
is | af for the Smiles of divine Providence. 

* ndeed if thoſe Prayers, and thoſe 1 are pleaſing to 
e. God, which are accompanied with a Reſolution to amend 
y our Ways; then the Fulfilment of ſuch a Reſolution 
+ WW muſt be the Way to obtain the deſired Proſperity. But 
" IF this important Concluſion is not only teſtified by ſcrip- 
mo tural Threatnings and Promiſes, and Hiſtorical Relations 
of Facts; but reſulteth from our natural certain àp- 
„n prebenſions of the divine Nature and Attributes ;— 
d particularly the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God, ae con- 


cerned in the moral Government of the World. T: is 
: Ee E he 
+ John 9. 31. Pal. 66. 18. * 1 Peter 1. 16. || Eccl. 8,5. 
Tit. 1. 16. f Dan. 4. 27. f Tit. 2. 12 In 
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hence plain, that when He affliterh or threateneth any. 
People for their Diſobedience, it is not only to reclaim 
them (if they don't obſtinately refuſe to be reclaimed) 


but to admoniſh other Societies, that they may avoid the | 


threatned Puniſhment ; for, as ſo wiſe and good aBeing 
muſt needs have formed Men, and Societies of Men, | 
in order to make them vertuous and happy; ſo, in all 


| his Diſpenſations, he certainly conſulteth the Good of 


Mankind in general. But the Connection between Vice 
and Wretchedneſs is ſo near and ſo plain, that any Man 
may ſee it. As, on the one Hand, they that do not 


© refuſe and rebel' are blefſed with Proſperity; ſo— 


they that groſly deſpiſe the Authority of the ſupreme 

uler muſt needs expoſe themſelves to Miſery. In- 
deed, both Scripture and Experience ſhew, that ſome 
wicked Individuals have the Babs and Wealth of this 


8 World; —but in the World to come they will ſurely be 


miſerable; and even „the Proſperity of Fools will 
& deſtroy them.” They proſper, I fay, in this Life, 
as to temporals, when the Nation to which they belong, 
is not almoſt univerſally corrupt and vicious :—which | 
(bleſſed be God) is not yet the Character of the People 
in this Land. I mean there are yet a Multitude of ver- 
tuous Perſons. Were it not ſo, we fhou'd doubtleſs 


| have been, at this Day, as Sodom & Gomorrha. Would 


yy * eps 


now growing upon us. We might-inſtance, here, that 
* P/al. 145. 15 — 20. 3 
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Oppreſſion, Ealſhood & a which ſeem to threaten 
the Country with a Deluge of 1 


which God overthrew with the Vengeance of etern il 
Fire. f It is no ſmall Grief to the Hearts of gooe Men 

$ lee 
to Houſes of public Entertainment, —and what cruel 
Fam les many Fathers of Families ſet, by ſuch 2 
vile Abuſe, 2 their Children A very mournful 
Proſpect this !—that the next Generation will be even 
a than the preſent. The diſmal Conſequence of 
which might well make any Man tremble with Fear for 


the Ark of Ged; I mean the Church of Chriſt, —any 


Man who bath any Regard to our holy Religion, or 


Love to his deareſt Friends. * 
1 KS: „ 
+ Jud. 7. 


f this wretched Perverfion of Taverns (by being made the 
Haunts of nigh Dwellers, and, of Conſequence, the Sources not only 


of Drunkenacſs and Poverty, but of Babbling, Roaring and Nonſenſe, 


Contention, Cheating and Lying, Slander and horrible Prophanity, 


and every evil Work) if this, I ſay, cannot be remedied any other 


Way than by a 7ctal Suppreſſion of em; we may venture to ſay, 


that jt ought to take Place: ſince the Evi/ occaſioned by ſuch Houſes 


is an abundant over-ballance fer all the Good. (For what can com- 
penſate the Corruption of a People's Morals, inducing the Ruan of 
their Souls, as well as their Country ? ) The Argument will indeed 
yield a Concl fron, equally againſt ſome other Things, in Vogue; 


which, tho' good in themſelves, become pernicious by Abule. But 
in ſuch a Dilemma of Evlls, (if the Phraſe be lawful) a wiſe Man 


will ever chooſe the les. Many wiſe and ſober Men would re- 
joice to have that clear Concluſion drawn into Practice. If the 


why, in the Name of Truth, has it been ſo long negleQed ? The 
Diſcſe has raged in our political Body and bid Defiance to all At- 


t-mpts, for more than half a Century. And 'tis abſolutely certain, 
that if it be ſuffered to have its Courſe, the Criſis will be fatal. It 
would therefore be abſurd to ſuppoſe it leſs ominous for having run 

ſo long 3 the contrary is evident. —As evident as that the more Men 


accuſtom themſelves to do evil, the more unlikely it is they ſhould 


erer learn $0 do well, and ſo much the more is Heaven iucenſed 


againſt 


„ „eee. - 

ce and Calamity. The: 
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laſt of which Iniquities was a capital one in thoſe Cities 


But, if there is any ether Method of Cure, 
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As our good God delighteth in the View of human 
Virtue and Happineſs, the former of which is produc- | 
tive of the latter; fo, in his immenſe Benignity, he 
hath appointed one to be a Reward of the other, —to if 
encourage the Practice of Vertue which is the End of | 
our Creation. Wherefore it is a manifeſt Diſplay of 


the Goodneſs as well as the Righteouſneſs of God, that | 
He threatens to puniſh the Rebellious as well as pro- 
miſeth to reward the Obedient; That Goodneſs which | 
formed us capable of Vertue and Happineſs ; which i 
Ca * ſhews that Vertue naturally tends to Happi- | 

- neſs. as Vice to Miſery, | 1 
But Societies can be neither rewarded nor puniſhed 
after this Life; becauſe they will have no Exiſtence, 
I don't fay that vicious Societies have always a Re- 
eompence ſo ſoon as it is due. For the divine Patience | 
hath been, in many Inſtances,conſpicuous towards guilty 
Nations as well as particular Perſons. But the Judg- 
ments of Heaven will, ſooner or later, fall on every 
incorrigible Community ; and that even to their De- 
ſtruction. Which Severity of Procedure, we may hum- 
bly think, is requiſite and neceſſary for the Vindication 
and Support of the divine Laws and Government. The 
Sovernor of the World, we know, is perfectly gracious, Þ 
. es "a 
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Oy > Re, | | 
againſt the Society in which ſuch corrupted Members abound. That 
this debilitating and deadly Sickneſs hath been of long Duration in 
 New- England, we may find particularly by a Sermon which was | 
preached in the Audience of the General Court, in the Year 1689, 
by Hr. Cotton Mather. (For I ſuppoſe none will imagine that there 
has been ſince that Time a Cure, and after this a Relapſe.) Some of 
the good g cctors memorable Words are theſe: Were we not, in 
the unſufferable— Exactions of them who, under Pretence of 
< Exciſe, carried on outragious Villanies, put upon conſidering 
ce the Multitude or Quality of Drinking · Houſes — a ſtumbling- Block 
© of our Iniquity ! Wicked Engliſhmen—— have taught 'em 
« (the Indians) to drick——curſe and ſwear ; Things which they 


te knew not— till they came to School to ſuch white Pagans a3 
« ſome that wear the Chriſtian Livery among our ſelves.” 
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as well as juſt and wiſe; and therefore the Frowns of 
his Providence, on any Nation, are to promote Vertue 
and Happineſs. And truly happy is that People who 


| improve the Admonition. O that the Grace of God 


(appearing to all Men in his Frowns and Threatnings, 
as well as Smiles and Promiſes) would lead to Repen- 
tance every Nation under Heaven. He ſendeth Ad- 


verſity to produceProſperity : So far is he from willing- 


ly afflicting any. $ But, alas, how many, how many Na- 


tions have * rejefted the Counſel of God againſt them- 
ſelves to their utter Ruin. Various ſuch Examples 


were ſet before the Jews for their Warning ; but they 


would not regard the Things of their Peace. f And | 


the fame compaſſionate Saviour, who with Tears la- 
mented the Obſtinacy and impending Fate of that 


„ fooliſh People, hath ſer their Cataſtrophe in plain 
View before us, that we might not fall after the ſame 


Example of Unfaithfulneſs * to God. But, if we do, 


our Fall will be greater ;—for we are raiſed higher than 
were even the ers themſelves, - who, according to 
| their abuſed Pre-eminence in Privileges, were propor- 


tionably puniſhed with greater Severity than the Hea- 


then. O that a Chriſtian Nation would, in this their 


Day, hear His t moſt important Voice“ who now 


„ ſpeaketh from Heaven!“ 5 
Wherefore, tho the Deſtruction of a People cannot 

be for their Reformation and Happineſs; yet it is for 
the Reformation and Happineſs of others, who ſtand 
| afar off and behold the Ruin. Yet if we do not take 


the Warning, in Seaſon, we muſt ſuffer the ſame Fate. 
How near it is God knoweth, who knoweth likewiſe 
how near the Iniquity of thisPeople is to a Crifis. When 
chat ſhall come, what can be the Reſult but a Flood of 


Woes increaſing to our utter Extirpation ? How vicious 


Es we 
9 Lam. 3. 33. + Luk. 19. 42. * Heb, 4. 11. Amor 3. 2. 


Matth. 24. 21. 4 Luk. 19. 42. 
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we are cdthpgred with any other Nation, which is, or 
ever was in the World, I determine not. But this we 
ſhould all conſider and remember, that we have been 
frequently viſited with War and Peſtilence, and other 

Calamities, and threatned with Famine. And, that 
me, or even all of thoſe ſudgmen s, will not ſoon be 
upon us, no Man can now be aſſured. There is one of 


them, in particular, ſeems not to be far off, which will, | 


probably, coſt the Lives of many. And, ſurely, this, 

with other Conſiderations, ſhoulc be improved as a Mo- 

tive by us all to prepare for Death, by that holy Vigj- 
lance which eur l enjoined on us. X May our 
Hearts be very deeply, impreſſed with the Tho't that 
we can't de found of Him in Peace,” at bis Coming, 
unleſs we now be diligent to be without Spot and 
{* Blameleſs.” We ought to deſire and pray for Suc- 


cels againſt the Enemies of our Religion, our Nation and | 


our Country. (I mean the Inhabitants, beingProteſtants, 
for to the Country itſelf, they have a ſtrong Affection;) 
We ought, I ſay, to deſire Succeſs but our Prayers 
will be the vaineſt Preſumption, unleſs we abandon our 
Vices. Reformation—Reformation——is now. if ever, 
our true Wiſdom. It is much better than Weapons 
« of War,“. The Armour of God (the Virtues of 
Chriſtianity) is more effectual than Legions of the ex- 
perteſt Soldiers. Reformation of Manners is the only 
{ure Barrier againſt the Encroachments of our Enemies. 
Nor can all human Policy and Valor give ſo good a 
Hope of Victory as our being true Soldiers of Jeſus 
Chriſt... If we obey the Prince of our Salvation, by de- 
Parting from all Iniquity, we need © not fear what Man 
* (the moſt formidable Hoſt of Men) can do.” 4 Bur 
if we dd not live in Obedience to the Son of God, we 
have great Reaſon to fear a Defeat. Will our naming 
the Name of Chriſt”? ſecure us? If that be ſufficient, 

our 


Luk. 21. 36. + P/al. 60. 4, 12. 
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our Enemies are, atleaſt, on equal Ground. They have 
the ſame Plea. | They alſo : call themſelves Chriſtian % 


at the Name of Jeſus they bow, and in his Name diſ- 


play their Banners. —— But we are Proteſtants. What 
then ?— Can you dare to depend on this? — a Name 

or Profeſſion, d without aCorreſpondence in Practice? 
Heaven preſerve us always from that abſurd and de- 
ceptive Hope that will periſh !+ It is verily to be ſuſ- 
pected, that we are not much, if at all, better than our 
Enemies, conſidering our ſuperior Light and Privileges. 
We ſin againſt greater Light, and abuſe far more valua- 
ble Liberty ; and therefore it is reaſonably feared that 
we are as bad as the ignorantPapiſts. So that it is mani- 
feſtly incumbent on us (as we deſire temporalProſperity |, 
and are Friends to our Country and pure Religion) to 
live like Proteſtants, juſtly improving our diſtinguiſhing 
Talents. Now is the accepted Time, now is the Da' 
of Salvation, reſpecting New-England. As, thro? the 
Forbearance of God, we have had many providential 
Threatnings, as well as much Proſperity ; fo we ſhould 
beware of forgetting his Admonitions ho himſelf 

will never forget them. They now ſpeak to us, whe- 
ther we hear or not, requiring us to confeſs and forſake 
our Sins. The Obligation 1s very reaſonable ;— For if 
we do not comply, we ſhall-ſurely be forfaken of God.* 

And if we have a proper Regard to our own Welfare 

or Repuration, as Men and-Chriſtians, we ſhall exert 

| our ha to promote Vertue among the Inhabitants of 
the Country. We can all do ſomething for this moſt ex- 
cellent Purpoſe; for God hath given every Man ſome 
Ability. And, perhaps, we might do much more than 

moſt of us now imagine, did we, in good Earneſt, conſult 
and employ our Powers in our reſpective Stations. We 
way, at leaſt, ſer virtuous examples before one another, 
and all Perſons with whom we halbe concerned, And, 
. N a; Et. truly, 

Kev. 3. 1-6. + Jeb 8. 13, 14. Jai. 1. 4, 5, 7. d 
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truly, this is the beſt and moſt neceſſary Way to produce 
a general Reformation. DR | | 5 
As we are all accountable for what Power God hath 
ow us, whether it be more or leſs; ſo there are many 
erſons, even in this Town, who very much need the 
Influence of good Examples. O that Parents, in par- 
ticular, would thus endeavour to teach and ſave thei 
Children, their dear Children! „„ 
And let it be conſidered, that Vertue, as well as Vice, 

is often propagated from one Family to another, and 
from one Town to another, as well as from one Age to 
another. That the Contagion of Vice hath ſpread and 

| paſſed over the Limits of Towns, fad Experience teſti- 
fieth.- hag" Idleneſs, (which commonly pro- 


Speaking, Curſing and Swearing, fooliſh Gaming,Cheat- 
ing, Quarrelling, &c. God grant that ſuch Follies and 
Crimes might never prevail in this, or any other, Part 

of the Land, 3 “ 

Having attempted, in ſome Manner, what I propoſed, 

T paſs to offer a few Reflections, by Way of 


> FMPROVEMENT— 
And what Repeiitions ſoever there be, it is hoped they 
will not be wholly vain. 


I. It may be inferred, That there is not a Separation 
between God and a penitent obedient People; his Face 
is not hidden from them; but he hears their Prayers. 
When our Prayers are accompanied with Repentance 
and Obedience, they will be alſo with public Safety and 
Proſperity. Since a vicious People is rejected of God 


cepted of God, and proſpered for their Vertue. The 
Conſequence is plain ; for the Threatnings of the moſt 
merciful Being are implicit Promiſes, If a W 


duces others, as, for Inſtance) exceſſive Drinking, evil 


for their Wickedneſs; a virtuous Community muſt be ac- | 
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fuſe and rebel, they ſhall be deſtroyed by the Sword, 


Kc. Therefore, if they do not refuſe, they ſhall not be 


deſtroyed; . but ſhall eat the Good of the Land. 
The Conſequence ſeems evidently juſt: For, how can 
the wiſeſt and moſt gracious of Beings (the infinite One) 


| threaten Miſery in Caſe of Rebellion, if Obedience 


would not free (thoſe who are threatened) from that 
Miſery ? The Language therefore of our Text, 


| as well as innumerable proper Threatnings in the Bible, 
is this, If we confeſs and forſake our Sins, God will 
| make us a proſperous People. But, bleſſed be his Name, 


his Word is full of explicit Promiſes to the ſame Pur- 
ſe ; ſome of which we have obſerved in the Context. 
And © Godlineſs is manifeſtly profitable unto all 


Things, having Promiſe of the preſent Life,” with 


reſpect to Societies, as well as ſingle Perſons. Which 
wile and kind Inſtirution of Heaven is certainly for the 
Promotion of that Kingdom, which conſifteth © inkigh- 
* teouſneſs and Peace, and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt. 

Indeed if God had given no Promite of Proſperity, as 
a Reward of public or national Vertue ; (and if there 


were no Hope at all of any temporal Reward) yet it 


would be the Wiſdom both of Perfons and Communi- 
ties to practice Vertne——becauſe the eternal Reward 
is greater beyond all Compariſon ; — and againſt all 
Impiety and Unrighteouſneſs, the Wrath of God is, 
by Nature, “revealed from Heaven as more 


terrible than all we res Calamities collected toge- 


ther. But, behold !—of his abundant Kindneſs, he 
condeſcendeth to propoſe ſecular Proſperity as one Mo- 


tive (tho? comparatively ſmall) to make us obedient to 


his Commands, which, in themſelves, are moſt reafona- 
ble and pleaſant. We may, therefore, and ovght to re- 
gard ſecular Proſperity, and thereby be influenced toObe- 
dience: Nor can this Truth be omitted by thoſe who 
« declare the whole Counſel of God.“ This Motive 
ö "elf 
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truly, this is the beſt and moſt neceſſary Way to produce 
a general Reformation. © 


| a us, whether it be more or leſs; ſo there are many 
perſons, even in this Town, who very much need the 
Influence of good Examples. O that Parents, in par- 
ticular, would thus endeavour to teach and fave their 
Children, their dear Children ! 8 „ 


And let it be conſidered, that Vertue, as well as Vice, 


is often propagated from one Family to another, and 
from one Town to another, as well as from one Age to 
another. That the Contagion of Vice hath ſpread and 
paſſed over the Limits of 'Towns, fad Experience teſti- 
fieth ——Particularly, Idleneſs, (which commonly pro- 
duces others, as, for Inſtance) exceſſive Drinking, evil 
Speaking, Curſing and Swearing, fooliſh Gaming,Cheat- 
ing, Quarrelling, &c. God grant that ſuch Follies and 
Crimes might never prevail in this, or any other, Part 
of the Land. N „ 
Faving attempred, in ſome Manner, what I propoſed, 

I paſs to offer a few Reflections, by Way of 
 _IMPROVEMEN T.— 

And what Repetitions ſoever there be, it is hoped they 
| will not be wholly vain. . 


I. It may be inferred, That there is not a Separation 
between God and a penitent obedient People; his Face 
is not hidden from them; but he hears their Prayers. 
When our Prayers are accompanied with Repentance 
and Obedience, they vill be alſo with public Safety and 
Proſperity. Since a vicious People is rejected of God 
for their Wickedneſs; a virtuous Community muſt be ac- 
cepted of God, and proſpered for their Vertue. The 
Conſequence is plain; for the Threatnings of the moſt 
merciful Being are implicit Promiſes, It a Neva oy 
„„ fuſe 


As we are all accountable for what Power God hath | 
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fu ſe and rebel, they ſhall be deſtroyed by the Sword, 


c. Therefore, if they do not refuſe, they ſhall not be 


deſtroyed ;——- but ſhall eat the Good of the Land. 
The Conſequence ſeems evidently juſt: For, how can 
the wiſeſt and moſt gracious of Beings (the infinite One) 


| threaten Miſery in Caſe of Rebellion, if Obedience 


would not free (thoſe who are threatened) from that 
Miſery ? 'The Language therefore of our Text, 
as well as innumerable proper Threatnings in the Bible, 
is this, If we confeſs and forſake our Sins, God will 
make us a proſperous People. Bur, bleſſed be his Name, 


his Word is full of explicit Promiſes to the ſame Pur- 


pole ; ſome of which we have obſerved in the Context. 
And © Godlineſs is manifeſtly profitable unto all 
„Things, having Promiſe of the preſent Life,” with 
reſpect to Societies, as well as ſingle Perſons. Which 
wiſe and kind Inſtitution of Heaven is certainly for the 
Promotion of that Kingdom, which conſiſtetb inRigh- 
* teouſneſs and Peace, and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt. 
Indeed if God had given no Promite of Proſperity, as 


a Reward of public or national Vertue ; (and if there 


were no Hope at all of any temporal Reward) yet it 
would be the Wiſdom both of Perfons and Communi- 
ties to practice Vertne——becauſe the eternal Reward 
is greater beyond all Compariſon ; ——and againſt all 
Impiety and Unrighteouſneſs, the Wrath of God is, 
by Nature, “ revealed from Heaven — as more 
terrible than all en rae Calamities collected toge- 
ther. But, behold I- of his abundant Kindnefs, he 
condeſcendeth to propoſe ſecular Proſperity as one Mo- 
tive (tho? comparatively ſmall) to make us obedient to 
his Commands, which, in themſelves, are moſt reaſona- 
ble and pleaſant. We may, therefore, and ought fo re- 
gard ſecularProfperity,and thereby be influenced toObe- 


dience :— Nor can this Truth be omitted by thoſe who 


« declare the whole Counſel of God.“ This Motive 
128 1 itlelf 
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itſelf is ſufficientto condemn all vicious Perſons. The 
are ſelf-condemned ; for they regard (more than a lit- 
tle) their own temporal Intereſt ; 
intwined with that of the Publick, tho? they fooliſhly 
attempt a Difunion ; ſo that, which Way a they 
turn, they might clearly fee that the Way to proſper is 
to live an innocent virtuous Life, And yet they will 
not take this Way; tho' they have a ſtrong Deſire of 
the 1 to which it leads. Their Refuſal is 
3 e, as well as ſtupid, without any Excuſe. O that 
en wou'd not have ſuch a Character — but would 
improve that Motive, and be thankful to God who pre- 
ſents it to them. We have utmoſt Reaſon to be thank- 
ful for his great Kindneſs, who hath given us all poſſible 
Encouragement to perform the moſt reaſonableService. 
We ſhould be thankful, particularly, on ſuch a Day as 
this; and for it ; becauſe the Defign hereof is truly 
great and good to promote the Holineſs of God's 
People, with their Felicity, eſpecially that which is ever- 
laſting. W 
II. We may obſerve that thoſe Perſons are very cul- 
pable, who do not uprightly reſolve (this Day in parti- 
cular) to forſake all their Sins, and lead a ſober righteous 
and pious Life. There is indeed no Perſon, who need- 
eth not to be reformed. But the vicious, eſpecially, 
have infinite Need, as being obnoxious, not only to 
worldly Calamities, but eternal Deſtruction. As all 
Chriſtians, who attend ſolemn Meetings, pretend to aim 
at Reformation; ſo if their Pretentions be not true, they 
are guilty of Iniquity to be puniſhed by the Judge of 
all the Earth,“ whoſe Anger muſt be very intenſe 
againſt thoſe who * draw nigh to him with their Mouth” 
but retain their Hearts far from him.“ How wretch- 
edly fooliſh they, who think to atone for indulged 
Wickedneſs by ſetting before the Supreme Judge“ as 
his People, and pretending to delight in his Ordinances! 


And 
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And how vile are the Men! who, if they do not faſt ſor 
the more commodious Practice of Strife and Oppreſſion, 


yet have no good Intention; but cheriſh in their Hearts, 


thoſe, or ſome other, abominable Iniquities. Unleſs 


Men heartily determine to forſake all their Sins, they 


will not be reformed; and ſo their Confeſſions and Sup- 


plications will be to no good Purpoſe.— The Wrath of 
God will not be turned away,” but his Hand will 
be „ ſtretched out ſtill.“ 5 a 


III. We may make this uſeful Obſervation, viz. 


when Immorality is ſeen to abound among a People, 


eſpecially Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, it is a very un- 


ſeemly and ſorrowful Spectacle. Since their Iniquities 


ſeperate between them and their God, and hide his Face 
from them ſo that He will not hear; — they are in a 
deplorable. Caſe.— Eſpecially, as from thoſe * ro 


| whom much is given,” God “ will require the more.” 


And ſurely, as we have any des or Humanity, it 


is decent to weep (in Imitation of our bleſſed Saviour) 
for a Nation of Men whoſe Character is ſo deceitful, 


ſo inconſiſtent, ſo ruinous. When He lamented over 
Jeruſalem, He had, doubtleſs, the ſame ſorrowful View 
of her Fate, as of ſome other Cities, that“ it would 


be more tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrha in the Day 
of Judgment.” (but can ye ſuppoſe that Engliſhmen 
| have leſs Light than the Fews ?) Surely our Doom, in 


both Worlds, will be diſtinguiſhing, if Iniquity abounds 


among us ;—For the Grace of God which bringeth 


Salvation hath, to us, appeared abundantly. Alas! how 
diſmal will be our Fate? — (and how terrible even the 
diſtant View) If we, who are called out of Darkneſs, 
and have fo great Liberty and Privileges civil and reli- 
gious, yet live no better than the Heathen ? If our Lives 
are no better than theirs, our Hearts are worſe ;—becauſe 

the Son of Righteouſneſs hath ariſen on us and ſpoken 


to us, and we are called by his Name. 


2 | IV. Let 
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IV. Let us therefore reſolve, through the Help of 
God, to live by the Faith of his Son, a Life of exem- 
plary Vertue. _ 

If we have any true Sincerity, we ſhall fulfil our Co- 
venant Engagements, by turning from all our Iniquities 
We ſhall. effe&ually obey the. Inſtructions of God's 
Word, and the Warnings of his Providence. 
Nor can we too often conſider that our religious Sup- 

plications, Confeſſions and Pur T are very facred 
Obligations to Repentance and Goſpel Obedience; 
which if we take no Care to fulfil, our „ 
will ſurely be aggravated, our eternal Condemnation, 
in Compariſon ef which all the Troubles and Diſaſters 
of this Life are but as the ſmall Duſt of the Ballance. 
But theſe alſo we ſhall bring upon ourſelyes and our 
Friends, if we ſtill hold faſt our Iniquiry. Wherefore 
let Compaſſion, as well as the Fear of God and Love 
to ourſelves, perſuade us to depart from Iniquiry—to 
hate it and loveRighteouſneſs. Let us, I ſay, live by the 
Faith of the Sen of God, the Prince of our Salvation, 
to whom * all Power both in Heaven and Earth is com- 
mitted”; whoſe righteous Sceptre is over all Kingdoms 
ot the World; whom the very Angels worſhip ; and i 
who, in the Name of the Father, will reward all intel- 
ligent Creatures according to their Works. If thus we 
live it.: we be faithful till Death - we need not be 
diſmay'd, even tho? our dear Country and the whole 

Earth itſelf ſhould be overſpread with Vice and Ruin. | 
Nor the Heighth of Proſperity, nor the Depth of Ad- 
verſity, nor any Thing whatſoever can ever ſeparate us 
from the Love of God which is in Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord. AME N. 
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ben He ariſeth to ſhake terribly tbe 
Earns. Fey, 


FK HIS great Prophet ſpake theſe Words in the 

1 T 1 Name of the Lord, to his peculiar People, 
1 b . for their Admonition and Warning, ——not 

very long, tho? it might be a Cen- 

tury of Years, before their Deſtruction, I mean the Ba- 
bylonian Captivity. Which Ruin they would have a- 

. ® voided, had they not deſpiſed the Voice of his Servants, 

and rejected * the Counſel of God againſt themſelves. 

| They would not be an obedient People, and therefore 

| they could not retain their Profperity ; for Obedience 

was the indiſpenſable Condition of the divine Promiſes. 

They perſiſted in Refuſal and Rebellion; and there- 

fore, in Proceſs of Time, God could no longer for- 

„dear,“ but executed his dreadful Threatnings. Ons " 
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the great Iniquities of which that People was guilty, and 
for which the Anger of Heaven fell upon them, was 
Idolatry.—As we are aſſured by the Prophet's Addreſs 
to the Almighty, in the 6th Verſe and onward, © There- 
fore thou haſt forſaken thy People“ (Thou haſt | 
determined to do it; or, Thou wilt certainly forſake 
them) * becauſe they are repleniſhed from the Eaſt— 
and they pleaſe themſelves in the Children of Stran- 
*« gers— Their Land alſo is full of Idols, they worſhip 
* the Work of their own Hands—And the mean Man 
„ boweth down, and the great Man humbleth himſelf.” 
The Evil was epidemical. A very baſe and ſhameful. 
Servility that! But there is a Sort of Idolatry, that is 
no leſs fooliſh or wicked, very prevalent in ſome Criſ- 
tian Countries (would to God this were free from it) 
expoſing Communities to the divine Diſpleaſure, as well 
as piercing the Worſhippers with many Sorrows, and 
drowning them in Deſtruction and Perdition. But, to 
perſuade the People of God to worſhip and ſerve him 
alone, He remindeth them fof his ſupreme Glory and 
Majeſty, as infinitely higher than all other Beings, able 
to abaſe the moſt mighty Sinners, and determined to 
puniſh them. Enter into the Rock and hide thee in 
% the Duſt for fear of the Lord, and for the Glory of his 
% Majeſty. The lofty Looks of Man ſhall be hum- 
„ bled, and the Haughtineſs of Men ſhall be bowed 
% down; and the Lord alone ſhall be exalted in that 
« Day.—And the Idols He will utterly aboliſh. And 
„ they ſhall go into the Holes of the Rocks, and into 
the Caves of the Earth for fear of the Lord, and 
„ for the Glory of his Majeſty, when He ariſeth to 
«« ſhake terribly the Earth. In that Day, a Man ſhall 
e caſt his Idols of Silver—and Gold to the Moles 
4 and to the Bats,” Thoſe Animals are not blinder 
than Tdolaters—who love Darkneſs rather than Light. 
But * caſting their Idols to the Moles and Bats” may 
8 = ſignify 


mera! Philoſophy of Earthquakes, 47 


ſignify not only the exceeding Vileneſs and Vanity of the 
Idols; but the Contempt which will be put upon them 
by the Worſhippers themſelves, when they ſhall be 
rouzed from their monſtrous Stupidity by ſome very 
dreadful Diſplay of divine Power and Majeſty,—parti- 
cularly EaxTHQuAKEs,—the Deſign and Tendency of 
which is to make the Inhabitants of the Earth tremble 
or fear, ſo that hereby they may be brought, by a Senſe 
of their Danger, to a Senſe of their Folly in Order to 
| forſake it—all their Iniquity. For all Iniquity may 
be called Idolatry, the Worſhip of proper Idols, or elfe 
the © lying Vanities” of ſecular Riches, Honour or 
| Pleaſure. And the Amazement of the Idolaters, com- 
| pell'd to a quick Senſe of their Abſurdity, is finely and 
greatly expreſſed in the 21ſt Verſe. © To go into the 
t Clefts of the Rocks, and into the Tops of the rag- 
| © ged Rocks for fear of the Lord, and for the Glory 
| © of his Majeſty, when he ariſeth to ſhake terribly the 
„Earth.“ How vaſt muſt be their Fear of the divine 
Power and Wrath, who call on the Rocks and Hills 
to cover them” ! Or, as may be intimated in this Text, 
would rather be fwallow'd up alive by an Earthquake, 
than take a full View of the divine Majeſty as incenſed 
againſt them for their Rebellion. But, alaſs, nothing 
can © hide them from the Face of Him that ſitteth on 
« the Throne, and from the Wrath of the Lamb.“ 
Should they be buried down to the Centre, while in 2 
State of Impenitence, it could not ſkreen them from a 
far greater Puniſhment, any more than it could raiſe 
them to the Light and Glory of Heaven. But the 
Goodneſs of God is equal to his Greatneſs. And 
therefore He ſendeth Judgments, and particularly Earth- 
quakes, to make Sinners willing to part with their Idols; 
that is, to lead them to Repentance. Fes 
J mean not to graſp all the Ideas of the Text, as 
connected with the Context; but take, as a Theme 
adapted to the preſent Occaſion, this DOC- 
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As Earthquakes are terrible Works of God, ſo it is 
the Deſign and Tendency of them to make People 
abandon their Sins. 1 e 
It will not, furely, be thought my Intention, that 
Earthquakes have always this Deſign and Tendeney, 
with Reſpect to allPerſons who are viſited with them;— 
'to bring them to Repentance and Reformation. For 
what great Multitudes have been buried alive in the 
Earth, or in the Ruins of their Houſes, or drowned in 
Inundations, which were produced by Earthquakes ! 1 
might have, before, obſerved, that the Word [terribly] 
doth not, I ſuppoſe, denote that one Earthquake is more 
dreadful than another, (tho? it is indeed true) but that 
they are all dreadful Works of God. In this Diſcourſe 
it is not deſigned to Philoſophize much on the natural 
Cauſes of Earthquakes; and one of the Reaſons is, 
that to conſider the moral Cauſe is of much greater Im- 
portance. That they are not properly miraculous or i 
rernatural, there feems to be, at leaſt, a very great Pro- 
bability. But this Suppoſition doth not, in any Degree, 

_ diminiſh the Terribleneſs of them, or make them leſs 
expreſſive of the divine Majeſty, or of the divine Dil- 
pleaſure. For the Works of Nature ſhew the Perfec- 
tions of the Deity in the cleareſt Light, if Men would 
but open their Eyes. And the Sword, Famine and Pel- 

tilence, which are no Miracles, are as evident Tokens 
of God's Anger, as any other Judgments whatever. 
Earthquakes are commonly attended with a Smell like 
that of burning Brimſtone ; which, together witlr the 
amazing Noiſe of ſubterraneous Thunder, ſeems to 
prove a ſudden Inflamamation, as well as violentExpan- 
ſion, of Matter reſembling Gun-powder,——As in the 
| Diſcharge of aCannon,or rather the firing a huge Train, 
or ſpringing a moſt dreadful Mine, J 5 
e e But 
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But how immenſely do the Works of God exceed 


'thole of Men-! And the Thunder of his Power who 


can underſtand ? The Works of the Lord God Al- 
mighty, are truly great and marvellous, and more ter- 
rible than an Army with Banners, and moſt fatal En- 
gines of War. Who therefore ſhould not fear him, 

« and glorify his Name'“? Agreeably to which, I 
would firſt conſider the Terribility of Earthquakes ; and, 
ſecondly, the Deſign and Tendency of them to bring 
Sinners to Repentance. And then, after ſpecifying ſome 
of the Sins of God's People, which expoſe them to his 
terrible Viſitations, there may be attempted ſome pro- 


per Application of the Truths which ſhall have been 


mentioned. ; 

I. I am to ſpeak of the Terribleneſs of EARTH. 
QUAKES. 7 io 

Truly, and evidently, Men, whoſe Breath is in their 
Noſtrils, and who are ſo little to be accounted of, + have 
Reaſon to tremble at all the Judgments of God. || And, 
indeed, all the “Operations of his Hand” ſhew “ ter- 
* rible Majeſty.” But this reaſonable Fear (for I ſpeak 


of none but what is reaſonable) differeth vaſtly accord- 


ing to the different Characters of the Subjects, I mean, 


the Perſons who are afraid. For good Men, conſcious 
of their Vertue, as connected with the Grace of God, 
I mean his Favour, need not fear Deſtruction for them- 
ſelves, tho? they may tremble for their vicious Neigh- 


bours.— All the Judgments of God, I ſay, are dreadful ; 


becauſe He is infinite, particularly in Power; and 


all Nations, therefore, are before him as a Drop of 


* the Bucket, and leſs than Nothing and Vanity ;” and 


He taketh up not only Iſlands, but Continents, as a very 


little Thing — And becauſe theſe Works of that Omni- 
potent Being, are Signs of his Diſpleaſure, urely, for 
his Rebukes, the God of Jacob is to be feared ; for 
2 1 „ who 
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cc abs) can ſtand before him when He is angry * Who 
can deliver out of his Hands? But ſome Judgments are 
more terrible than others; becauſe more widely and 
diſmally deſtructive. Thus, in particular, are God's Vi- 
ſitations when He ſhaketh the Earth. Not that they 
are ruinous in every Inſtance, or in every Place affected. 
Bleſſed be his Name ! But whenever the Earth trem- 
bleth, the Inhabitants know not but that it will ſink in 
a Moment of Time, or open a moſt hideous Sephulchre. 
A terrible Death indeed !—eſpeciaily to thoſe who are 
dead in Sin. And what Alleviation can it be to have 
Companions 1 in Ruin? None—but rather the contrary, 
It is dreadful in Proportion to the ruined Number. 

The ſuperior Terribility of Earthquakes reſulteth 
now, in a great Meaſure, from the many known Facts, 
— valt nbd extenſive Deſtructions, which have been 
produced in the World, recorded in Hiſtory of former and 
later Date (as well as predicted in the Scripture.) Nor, 
probably, hath any Age been free from the Cataſtro- 
phes. How many Thouſands (in how many Inſtances) 
have been at once ingraved together in Rubbiſh,or Wa- 
ter, or Earth! The Ruin of Buildings and Cities, and 
raarring the beautiful Face of the fertile Ground, are 
no very {mall Calamities. But what are theſe to the 
Loſs of human Lives? And what is this to theLoſs of 
human Souls when Myriads, it may be, are in one 
Inſtant funk into Earth and Hell! The vertuous, as 
I have ſaid, need not be terrified, on their own 
Account, though the Earth tremble and expand 
tho? the Sea roar and riſe in mountainous Heaps ;—nor, 
even, if all the Mountains in the World, ſhould at once 
bellow and oil and blaze and diſgorge with utmoſt 
Fury ;— © Tho? the Earth ſhould be removed out of 
. 4 Its Place. and © the Elements melt with fervent 
Heat.“ For © he that walketh righteouſly—ſhall 
« dwell on high: his Place of Defence ſhall be the 
Munitions of Rocks”; and the F oundation (of the 
Church) 
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Church) of God * ſtandeth ſure :? But “ Sinners in 
Zion are afraid,&c.” And well may their Hearts fail 
for fear—eſpecially of that inextinguiſhable Lake or 
Deluge of Fire, whereof the ſubterranean Flame of an 
Earthquake is a dreadful Preludium. But there is now - 
neither Leiſure nor Neceſſity to inſiſt on the terrible 
Theme Only, IJ might have obſerved, that Earth- 

uakes, which are not deſtructive, may be Preſages of 
{ach as will be deſtructive, 2 5 

II. I proceed to conſider the Deſign and Tendency 
of Earthquakes, to bring Sinners to Repentance. 

It is the manifeſt Deſign of all the divine Judgments 
but thoſe which are actually ruinating) inflicted on a 
ſinful People (and there is no People but ſuch, who are 
viſited with them at all) to reclaim them from their Ini- 
_ This is manifeſt not only from the whole 

rift of Scripture, but from the Light of Nature. It 
is evident from the Nature of Man as being created ca- 
pable of Holineſs. It is evident from the Nature and 
Attributes of the Deity, the Maker and Lord of the 
World, who is perfectly kind and gracious, as well as 
wiſe and holy and righteous ; and ſheweth himſelf to be 


ſo in all his wonderful Works to theChildren of Men.” 


As he hath an abſolute Abhorrence of all Iniquity ; fo 


all his Diſpenſations, within the View of Men, are di- 
rected to . deſtroy the Works of the Devil,” to deliver 


us from us from Error and Wickedneſs. And as He 
delighteth ſupremely in the Felicity and Vertue of in- 
telligent Beings ; the Language therefore of his Provi- 
dence muſt needs be the ſame with that of his written 
Word, © be ye holy; for J am holy“: © Obtain and 
practice that without which noMan can ſee the Lord, 
—without which it is impoſſible, even in the Nature of 


Things, to eſcape everlaſting Miſery. Thus our moſt 


merciful Lord, who “ is not far from any one of us, 
ſpeaketh to every Perſon. But He hath eſtabliſhed, by 
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his perfect Wiſdom and Goodneſs, an invariable Con- 


nection between National Vertue and National Proſpe- 
ity (National Vice and National Miſery.) When, there- 
fore, He threateneth a rebellious People (by cauſing 
the Earth terribly to ſhake under their Feet) the Voice 
of it is plainly this, (in the 16th Verſe and onward, of 
the Chap. preceeding the Text) © Waſh ye, make you 
clean, put away the Evil of your Doings from be- 
fore my Eyes, ceaſe to do Evil, learn to do well, 
« ſeek Judgment, relieve the Oppreſſed, judge the 
Fatherleſs, plead for the Widow.—If ye be willing 
and obedient, ye ſhall eat the good of the Land,” — 
and ſhall be free not only from the devouring Sword, 
bur all other Calamities. This is evidently the Lan- 
guage, the Deſign, of the Lord's Voice which is in the 

Earthquake. 60 
And, ſurely, the Tendency of it is no leſs evident. 
For perfect Wiſdom & Goodneſs cannot uſe any Means 
which are unſuitable to the End deſigned. The kind 
Author of our Nature and Conſtitution, being fully ac- 
quainted therewith, doth ever adapt thereto his Methods 

of Dealing with us. ä ET 
But it is clear, even as the Meridian Light, to every 
one who hath Eyes and will ſee, that, when the Earth 
trembles, the Inhabitants are very ſenſibly taught the 
Frailty and Vanity of it, and of all Things thereon. — 
The Vanity and Precariouſneſs of this Life; and, con- 
ſequently, the Neceſſity of preparing for another with- 
our Delay. They ſee the Neceſſity and Wifdem of 
that which is * profitable unto all Things“; and—that 
if they would “ inherit even the Earth,” they muſt 
caſt away thoſe abominable Idols, under the Weight of 
which it groans and trembles. They that don't conſi- 
der and improve, as well as, undes ſtand this,“ are ſtu- 
pid and inſenſible like the Brutes, and the Ground 
whereon they tread. Were they, indeed, totally * 
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of Underſtanding, they “ would have no Sin”; but 
now—there is an egregious Aggravation of their Folly ; 
becauſe, by {lighting and forgetting the plain Voice of 
God, they neglect the only Method of ſaving themſelves 
from * ſudden and remedileſs Deſtruction. ? 


III. We proceed to ſpecify ſome of the Sins of 
God's People, which cxpoth them to his terrible Viſi- 


He viſiteth them in his Diſpleaſure for all their pre- 
vailing Sins, of Prophaneneſs, Unrighteouſneſs and 
Intemperance. But I may mention ſome particularly, 
which (I ſuppoſe many of you will acknowledge) have 
provoked the Almighty to ſtretch out his Hand againſt 
his People of this Country, and cauſed the Land to 
tremble. Theſe are various Acts of Irreligion, Avarice, 
Pride, Prodigality and Luxury, Injuſtice, Falſhood, De- 
cet, Malignity, Extortion, cc. 

If the true ſpiritual Worſhip of God prevailed in the 


Land, how would it be poſſible for the Chriſtian Sab- 


vath to be ſo much and ſo horribly profaned as it is, 
by Maujtitudes whoſe Practice, in this Reſpect, is noto- 
riouſly contrary to their Profeſſion ?—How cou'd there 
be ſo much prophane Curling and Swearing, and even 
Perjury itſelf, the worſt of all? Calling the God of 
Truth to witneſs to a Lye, particularly when it is to 
injure Men, is furely one of the blackeſt and moſt 
tremendous Crimes 
And, if there are none, among the Inhabitants of 
New-England, who worſhip God by Images, there are 
ſome, and alaſs how great is the Number, who don't 
worſhip him at all. I mean, now, thoſe Idolaters whoſe 
Adoration © is the Root of all Evil.” “ Ye cannot 

* ſerve God and Mammon.“ . 
And as to falſe ſpeaking, we know ſome who addict 
themſelves to it; and how many there are God know- 
eth. Lying is, very commonly, the Produce of that 
FN Root, 


| «© - 5 The Terribility and 


Root, Covetouſneſs. Men lye that they may be able 
to cheat and oppreſs. Burt the laſt of theſe they can 
ſometimes fortunately, or unfortunately, practice with- 
our the Expence of telling Lyes. The Neceſſities of 
their poor Neighbours often give Occaſion to exerciſe 
their Inhumanity and Cruelty. Such inbuman Beings 
are doubtleſs ſorry they have not more Advantage and 
Opportunity ; as they rejoice that they have to much : 
that human Laws cannot take Cognizance of their 
Villany. But can this diminiſh their Wickedneſs ? No 
ſurely ; nor their Danger. For they cannot eſcape the 
righteous Judgment of God ; which, it is to be feared, 
they will bring on others as well as themſelves. To 
rob Men of their Eſtates is eſteemed, by all, a very 
atrocious Crime. 
But certainly, it is no worſe, if it be ſo bad, than it is 
to rob them of their good Name. They that attempt 
it, indeed, are often unſucceſsful ; their ownCharacters, 
as Witneſſes, being ſufficiently known ; but, as they 
ſhewa willing Mind, their Title is clear to a full Re- 
ward. * And, as they evidence their Hatred, they betray 
themſel ves to be Murderers. So faith the Scripture. + 
And it may be worth mentioning here (becauſe ſome 
may be ignorant of it) that the Word Devil ſignifies a 
falſe Accuſer. | 
But there is one great Evil under the Sun (O har 
it were under the Earth) which is not unfaſhionable in 
this Country, and ſeemeth not to be derived by Example 
from the evil Spirits: I mean Contention. Thoſe in- 
fernal Beings are too polite to have inteſtine Jarrs which 
would make theirKingdomy totter and fall. a 
at 


# — lying Spirit—would to God this Devil were in a ſhorter | 
„ Chain”? Vid. Dr. Mathers Way to Prof} perity. 
1 Zobn 3. 15. U 
l 2 Tim. 3. 3. Tit. 2. 3. in both which Texts the Greek Word 
D Diaboloi] is the common Term for thoſe Infernals who 
are Lyars from the beginning. 
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hath © the Underſtanding of a Man,” let him reſem- 
ble the Serpents—in Wiſdom alone. $ But, alas, they 
are united to promote Variance among Men : nd 
many are ſo unwiſe as to be deceived, by them, and 
undone. Fooliſh, indeed, are thoſe Men, thoſe Eng- 
liſhnen, who, inſtead of injuring and devouring one ano- 
ther, do not all combine againſt their ſpiritual Enemies ; 
particularly the Devil and his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty. 
Alas! that Chriſtians, who are Proteſtants, ſhould not 
obey their Lord, the Prince of Peace, by © ſtudying the 
Things which make for Peace, and whereby they 
« may edify one another” !— that Brethren do not 
dwell together in Unity. Thoſe who do not uprightly 
_ endeavour it, cannot be indeed theDiſciples + of Chriſt ; 
and therefore are in Danger of Calamity, greater than 
the molt terrible Earthquake, * _ (0 

Moreover, how much, how very much, is there 
among us of that Loftineſs, or Haughtineſs, which is 
condemned and threatned in our Context ! And how 
many Ways, and how very ſcandalouſly is it demon- 
rated ! and in particular, e ES, 

It leadeth to | aſp Kinds of Luxury and Prodigality. 
And fo, being joined with * the Luſts of the Fleſh, 
&c.” it forms a very abandoned and ominous Character. 

And ſhall not a Nation be viſited for ſuch a Complica- 
lion of Iniquities ? F How can we but expect the Earth 
to be in pain and ſick at the Heart, and the Sea grie- 
vouſly troubled, when the precious Fruits of their 
Bounty are ſo vilely and unreaſonably, ſo ungrateful] 
and unnaturally abuſed ? But, is it not ridiculouſly abſurd 
that ſome of thoſe veryMen who murmur and complain 
of their publick 'Taxes, and in particular, the Burden 
of a very expenſive War, as infupportable, yet, at the 
ſame Time, indulge themſelves in profuſe and intem- 


perate 


Mat. 10. 16. 1 Jobn-13: 33. 1 Mat. 7.23. - + Fer. 5. 
29. + Jude 16. 3 Tis 
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. perate Living? Is it not a very odd Inconſiſtency? Are 
they much to be pitied ?—who unneceſſarily (and there- 
fore fooliſhly and criminally) expend much more than 
their reſpective Quota of the publick Debts ? Bur, alas, 
this is the Cale; their “ fooliſh and hurtful Luſts” 
they will retain, and fo intricate themſelves in <Temp- 
tation and a Snare.” * Fooliſh and hurtful” indeed are 
their Luſts ; ſince, thereby, they not only “ deſpiſe,” 
(that is condemn or reproach, vilify or criminate) © Go- 
vernment?”, and even divine Providence itſelf, not well 
knowing © what they ſay, or whereof they affirm;“ 
but defraud their honeſt Creditors, injure the State, by 
inducing publick Calamities, and wound their own Souls, 
IV. I proceed to attempt ſome ſuitable Application 
of the foregoing Diſcourſe, 'in ſeveral Particulars. 
1. We may obſerve, that we ought to take religious 
Notice of Earthquakes in other Parts of the World. 
When God ariſeth to ſhake terribly the Earth, all the 
rational Inhabitants, who know of it, (whether they 
immediately hear and feel it, or not) ſhould caſt away 
their Idols. —When this Judgment is “abroad in the 
_ Earth,” all that are ſenſible of it are thereby obliged 
to learn and practi ſe Righteouſneſs; and therefore they 
_ ought to obſerve and remember it. To us ſurely this 
« Voice of God” hath of late extended from the other 
Side of the Atlantic. That Voice of terrible Majeſty 
is now heard; ſo that we are worſe than deaf if we dil- 
regard that, which demoliſheth Cities, as well as “ di- 
* yideth the Flames of Fire, and ſhaketh the Wilder- 
6% neſs, * and can take up and throw down the whole 
Earth and Ocean, as a very little Thing, Dreadful 
Devaſtations are made in Spain and Portugal. The 
Capital of the latter, a fair and populous City, was laid 
in Ruins on the firſt Day of November laſt, a Day wor- 
thy to be recorded by us, tho? we © ſtand fo far off” 
. I from 
* P/alm 29. 7, 
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from the Place of that Ruin. A little after which, in 
the Night preceeding the 18th of the ſame Month, we 
were ſurprized in our Beds by the fame Kind of Voice, 
but leſs terrible ;— a Night which ought to be remem- 
ber'd with pious Sentiments and Affections, and particu- | 
larly with - «© godly Sorrow.“ But, he 

2. Weought to retain a deyout and penitentRemems- 
brance of other divine Judgments, as well as of Earth- 
quakes. The Deſign and Tendency of them being 
the ſame, the Obligation muſt be the ſame,— to caſt 
away all our Idols. The People of this Land have been 
viſited very lately with a Number of Calamities ; as, 
for Inſtance, the Sword and mortal Sickneſs. By both 
of which, conſiderable Numbers have been ſlain. Many 
great and good Men have fallen :—Some of our Ac- 
quaintance. It is grievous, diſaſtrous, fore-boding of 
Evil to the Commuity ! And we have Reaſon to make 
the mournful Prayer, Help, Lord, for the godly Man 
ceaſeth, for the faithful fail from among the Chil- 
« dren of Men.“ But there ſeem to be ſome Men in 
this Age, © more brutiſn' and vile, than thoſe chracte- 
riſed in Rev. 11. 13. © They that dwell on the Earth 
© ſhall rejoice over them” (over the Witneſſes, becauſe 
they are dead) © and make merry, and ſend Portions 
one to another; becauſe theſe two Prophets tor- 
*« mented them and they” (the two Prophets) © aſ- 


« cended up to Heaven.—And, the fame Hour, there 


'* was a great Earthquake—and there were ſlain feven 
*. Thouſand Men. And the reſt were affrighted, and 
gave Glory to the God of Heaven.” Some Men, I 
lay, are not reclaimed from their Vices, tho' they be 
viſited both by Earthquakes, and the Death of their 
virtuous Neighbours. A virtuous Man is accounted, by 
ſome, and treated as a Tormentor ; becauſe he declares 
againſt their darling Crimes. Wretchedly abſurd and 
ungrateful! For the vertuous are the greateſt publicl: 
N Benc factors. 
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Benefactors. And if they were all removed, hoy 
quickly, alas, would this Land be Akeldama, or as the 
Lake of Sodom And very much to our Purpoſe, are 
thoſe divine Words, Ia. 57. 1. © ThE Righteous periſh- 
eth, and no Man layeth it to Heart; and merciful 
« Men are taken away; none conſidering that the 
*© Rightcous are taken away from the Evil to come,” — 


There is, therefore, a dark Cloud impending over the 


Land ;— how ſoon it will, by Reaſon of our Inadver- 
tency and Impiety, become thicker and nearer, is now 
to us uncertain ; but it contains the dreadful Artille 
of Heaven. O that we might in Seaſon behold and 
regard it; becauſe, otherwiſe, it will not be diſſipated, 
ull it diſcharge upon us. 5 

2. It is incumbent on us to be very thankful for the 
wonderful Patience of God towards us, appearing, par- 
ticularly, in the Frowns and Threatnings of his Provi- 
dence. Many (very many) of the divine Judgments 
may juſtly be called Mercies. And are they not all fo 
to the Perſons who are not deſtroyed by them? Are 
they not, without Exception,fo to thoſe who ſtand afar 

off, or near, and behold them and ſurvive ;—however 
deſtructive they may be to others ?— They will be, | 
eventually, great Mercies to thoſe that ſee, or * hear, 
and fear, and do no mere ſo wickedly,” as they have 
done. PL: 

Suppoſe ye that the Inhabitants of Cadiz and Lisbon 
were greater Sinners than any other of the Europeans, 
whom God ſpared from the Earthquake? probably no; 
or greater than even theProteſtants in America? (who 
have the Bible in their Hands, but deſpiſe it) poſſibly 
no. For thoſe miſerable Slaves were not much better 
inſtructed than the very Pagan Idolaters. It is to be 
ſuſpected that the Generality of us are, rather, worſe 
than they; for, how aggravated is the Guilt of prefer- 
ingDarknefs toLight ſo freely ſhining ! Is it not d 
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that our Light and Privileges are truly great, not lefs 
than thoſe of any other Nation under Heaven ? God 


| hath peculiarly known us as his People; therefore, for 


our diſloyalty and unnatural Contempt of his abundant 
Grace, we might well expect to be chaſtiſed or puniſh- 
ed * with proportionable Severity. We might well 
have expected, for our Impenitence, to have periſhed 


in like Manner as thoſe many Thouſands on whom their 


Buildings fell and ſlew them; f! whoſe Blood was 
mingled with Fire,” a moſt dreadful Sacrifice! 
Wherefore, with the greateſt Thankfulneſs, we ſhould 
remember the divine 15 ring Merey that, when God 
aroſe and terribly ſhook the Earth, and our Houſes on 
it, not one of our Lives was loſt —but we have yet a 
« Space for Repentance.” Which brings me to ſay, 
4. Let us all religiouſly remember the divine Diſ- 
gpm manifeſted againſt our Sins. Let us fo remem- 
r it, as to be truly humble and penitent. O that we 
might become, in general, a truly vertuous People ! Q 
that Prophanity, Injuſtice and Intemperance were ba- 
niſhed! when ſhall it once be'? Unleſs you put 
away the EviP of your Hearts and Practice, both the 


| Judgments and Mercies of God, as well as his Word,: 


will be in vain to you, or worfe :—they will be of no 
Advantage; but the Reverſe. The late terrible Viſi- 
tation, in particular, will infer an Enlargement of our 
Quilt, if it produce not Repentance and Reformation. 
When the Almighty ſhook the Earth, the Sinners in 
New-England were not only rouzed from litteral Sleep, 
but great Numbers were brought, by the Fearfulneſs 
of e to ſome ſerious Concern and Reſolution of 

ent. Were not theſe reaſonableReſolutions ? F_ 
Surely they were. And ſhall they then be as the 
Morning Cloud and the early Dew? God forbid ! 'how 


extreamly ſottiſh would that be! For, if you forget the 
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Voice of God and return to Folly, * this will be ſo far 


from ſecuring you, that it will increaſe your Danger ; 
becauſe it will increaſe your Iniquity. Your calm 
Security will, probably, be followed by “ an horrible 
_ Tempeſt,” and your imaginary Peace by“ ſudden 
Deſtruction.“ The Earthquakes which have been, in 
divers Places, will have been but © the beginning of 
Sorrows.” If we do not reform, I ſay, we have all the 
Reaſon in the World to expe& more and greater 
Calamities. There is one indeed, I mean, that of War, 
which the true Friends of the Nation can ſcarcely de- 
ſire to have removed on a ſudden; becauſe we can 
ſcarcely hope our Enemies will be brought to Reaſon, 
but by Force of Arms. But the Way, and the only Way, 
wherein we can reaſonably look for Succeſs and Victory, 
is to be an obedient vertuousPeople. If we be ſo indeed, 
our eternal Sovereign, the God of Armies,will cauſe our 
Enemies to be at Peace? with us, on Terms advanta- 
gious to us; or will © ſubdue them under us. Thus it 
will be; we ſhall be, in all Reſpects, a proſperous Peo- 
ple, if our Country-men will accord with us in walking 
agreable to our Chriſtian Profeſſion. And if they will 
not; yet we may deliver our own Souls. We ſhall 
obtain that Proſperity and Victory which is better than 
all that belongs to this World. We ſhall be © more 
than earthly Conquerors through Jeſus Chriſt the 
Prince of our Salvation',— * the Prince of the Kings 
of the Earth.“ If we love and ſerve him * in Sincerity 
nor Height, nor Depth, not all the Powers of Earth and 
Hell, will be able to ſeperate us from the Love of 
God, which is in Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. | 
5. Let us therefore ſee to it, that we be indeed his 
good Soldiers, and behave as becometh our honourable 
and happy Character. Let us be faithful till Death, 
and He will give us a Crown of Life. Eternal Life is 


of 
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of immenſely more Value than this World, than all 
the * Kingdoms and Glory” of it. O that we might 
all be [pho ws to our ſelves, by being wiſe to Salvati- 
on, and walking in the Way of Wiſdom. But we ſhall 
alſo be vaſtly and variouſly beneficial to others, by the 
Practice of univerſal Virtue ;—This is the beſt we can 
do, to avert the divine Judgments, and procure public 
Proſperity. For if our Chriſtian Light ſhine before 
Men, we may hope they will be perſuaded to “ glorify 
our Father who is in Heaven.” But if they refuſe ; 
though our Souls now mourn in ſecret for them, and 
though they bring Miſery and Ruin on themſelves and 
Country; yet we ſhall be able to ſtand in the moſt r- 
rible Day, and ſhall be rewarded openly. When the v ole 
Earth ſhall diſſolve in Flame, and the Heavens them 
ſelves ſhall paſs away with a great Noiſe, we ſhall be 
ſafe amidſt the Cruſh and Ruin of Worlds. The moſt 
dreadful Period will be to us the moſt joyful a hap- 
ÞY 3 for the Reward of our Faithfulneſs v- |! be a 
art in the firſt Reſurrection,“ and an Entrance into 
the everlaſting Joy of our Lord. 


